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The Ryder Cheshire Mission

for the Relief of Suffering

Founders: Sue Ryder, O.B.E.

and Group Captain G. L. Cheshire, V.C., 0.5.0., D.F.C.

Non-denominational and depending upon voluntary help and

contributions, the Mission forms a family, or ”Commonwealth", of

the following entirely separate and autonomous Foundations, more

of which, it is hoped, will follow. A special point is made of keeping

administrative costs down to the minimum.

I. FORGOTTEN ALLIES TRUST

Hon. Treasurers: Secretaries:

G. D. Levack, Esq., F.C.A. Miss P. Bains

H. Ince. Esq. Miss D. Urbaniec

Hon. Architect: Hon. Secretary:

J. Adams, Esq., F.R.|.B.A. Miss A. Grubb

Hon. Medical Adviser: Hon. Solicitor:

Dr. Grace Griffiths W. L. Morris, Esq.

Following the relief work started in I945 in many camps, hospitals, and prisons

for the Stateless victims of Nazism, there is today still much individual case-work

throughout Germany, in addition to the following:

Sue Ryder Home for Concentration Camp Survivors. Cavendish, Suffolk.

I40 Forgotten Allies are brought each year from the Continent for a complete

holiday and to join those already resettled there. All enquiries about Forgotten

Allies Trust should be made to Cavendish. (Glemsford 252.)

St. Christopher Settlement. Grossburgwedel, Hanover.

Secretary: Mr. Jerzy Budkiewicz.

Eight homes and several flats, built mostly by international teams of volunteers

for those whose health is broken.

St. Christopher Kreis. Berlinerstrasse, Frankfurt am.

Chairman: H.H. Princess Margaret of Hesse und bei Rhein.

Since I945, Sue Ryder has been personally responsible for the visiting, after-care,

and rehabilitation ofthe Stateless boys in German prisons, many ofthem convicted

for reprisals against their former torturers.

Homes for the Sick in Poland.

Chairman of the Committee: Direktor Snieguki, Ministry of Health, Warsaw.

Prefabricated buildings. each containing forty beds and costing £5,000, are sent

from England to relieve the distress of the Forgotten Allies.

Seven Homes have been established at Konstancin, Zyrardow, Naleczow, Helenow,

Zagorze. Anielin and Pruszkow.

II. RAPHAEL, The Rispana, Dehra Dun, India

Lying in the foothills of the Northern Himalayas, Raphael is the Far Eastern

Headquarters of the Mission. From small beginnings in tents in April 1959, it  



    

  
today houses 50 leprosy patients and 30 mentally retarded and homeless children,

and is being planned as a whole‘ ‘village” of Homes where 600 or more of the

incurably sick may lead as full and happy lives as possible

Hon. Medical Director: Lt.-Gen. K. 5. Master, M.C., I.M.S. (th.)

Hon. Secretary: Mrs. A. Dhar.

Hon. Welfare Officer: Mrs, D. Rawlley.

III. THE CHESHIRE FOUNDATION HOMES FOR THE SICK

Registered in accordance with the National Assistance Act l948

Caring for the incurable and homeless sick (mostly in the younger age-group),

they are autonomously run by local committees within the general aims and

principles of the Foundation In each country thereIs a central trust which owns

all the properties, presides over the Homes, and'Is the source of the committees

authority. Average number of patients when Home complete: thirty.

United Kingdom

Chairman. The Lord Denning, P.C.

Trustees: Dr. G C. Cheshire, F.B.A. D.C.,L. Grp. Capt. G. L. Cheshire. V..,C

D. S0., D. F. C., Mrs. Sue Ryder Cheshire, 0.B. E. Sir H. Edmund Davies, B.C. L,

R. R. Edgar, Es.,q The Earl Ferrers, Dr. Basil Kiernander, M. R.C. P, The Lady St.

Levan, J..P, MissC. E. Morris, M. B. E., AldermanA. Pickles, O. B. E, J.P., B. Richards,

Esq. W. W. Russell, Esq. Major The Lord St Oswald, M.C.

Secretary: Hon. Treasurers:

Miss M. S. Mason .l. R. Handscomb, Esq.

Asst. Secretaries: R' G" Emmett, ESq'

Miss E. Evans Hon. Solicitors:

Miss E. Mayes Fladgate & Co.

Enquiries to: 7 Market Mews, London, W.l. (GROsvenor 2665)

Allt Dinas, Cotswold Cheshire Home, Overton Road, Tel. No.

Cheltenham, Gloucestershire .. Cheltenham 52569

Alne Hall, Alne, York Tollerton 295

Ampthill Park House, near Bedford ’ Ampthill 3|73

Athol House, London Cheshire Home at Dulwich,

I38 College Road, 5.E I9 .. Gipsy Hill 3740

Cann House, Tamerton Foliot, Plymouth Devon Plymouth 7l742

Carnsalloch House, Kirkmahoe, Dumfries Dumfries I624

Coomb, Llanstephan, Carmarthenshire Llanstephan 292

Greathouse, Kington Langley, Chippenham, Wiltshirem Kington Langley 235

*Greenhill House, Timsbury, near Bath, Somerset

*The Grove, East Carleton, Norfolk .

Hawthorn Lodge, Hawthorn Road, Dorchester, Dorset Dorchester I403

(for mentally handicapped children)

Heatherley, Effingham Lane, Copthorne, Crawley, Sussex Copthorne 2670

‘The Hill, Sandbach, Cheshire ..

Holehird House, Windermere, westmorland. Windermere 2500

Holme Lodge, Julian Rd., West Bridgford, Nottingham Nottingham 89002

Honresfeld, Blackstone Edge Road, Littleborough, Lancs. Littleborough 8627

Hovenden House, Fleet, Spalding. Lincolnshire Holbeach 3037

Kenmore, Whitcliffe Road, Cleckheaton, Yorkshire Cleckheaton 2904

Le Court, Liss, Hampshire. Blackmoor 364

*Marske Hall, near Redcar, Yorkshire

Mayfield House, East Trinity Road, Edinburgh Granton 2037

Miraflores, l54 Worple Road, Wimbledon, S.W.20 Wimbledon 5058

(rehabilitation of ex mental patients)

Mote House, Mote Park, Maidstone, Kent ... Maidstone 879I|

( continued overleaf)
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St. Bridget’s, The Street, East Preston, West Sussex

St. Cecilia’s, Sundridge Avenue, Bromley, Kent

St. Teresa’s, Long Rock, Penzance, Cornwall

Seven Rivers, Great Bromley. Colchester, Essex

Spofforth Hall, near Harrogate, Yorkshire

Staunton Harold, Ashby-de-la—Zouch. Leicestershire

'l'West Midland Home, Penn Wolverhampton, Staffs.

White Windows. Sowerby Bridge, Halifax Yorkshire .

Holy Cross, Mullion, Cornwall, was handed over in I953 to

Major (Mrs. ) Shelagh Howe. who has managed it ever since

entirely on her own initiative.

Eire

An Irish Trust is in the process of being formed.

Ardeen, Shillelagh, Co. Wicklow

India
 

Trustees:

Hon. Treasurer: Y. S. Tayal.

Enquiries to: RC. Box 5|8, Calcutta.

Anbu Nilayan, Covelong, Madras.

Bethlehem House, Andheri, Bombay.

fCheshire Home, Bangalore.

‘l'Cheshire Home, Poona.

Govind Bhawan, I6 Pritam Road, Dehra Dun, U.P.

(for crippled children)

Vrishanti Illam, Katpadi Township, North Arcot.

(for burnt-out leprosy patients)

Malaya

Chairman of Governors: The Hon. Mr. Justice Tan Ah Tah.

Hon. Secretary: Mrs. F. A. L. Morgan.

Hon. Treasurer: H. K. Franklin, Esq., A.C.A.

Enquiries to IOB Chulia Street, Singapore.

Johore Cheshire Home, Jalan Larkin. Johore Bahru.

Tanah Merah, NicolI Drive, Changi, Singapore.

Nigeria

Chairman of Trustees: Sir Adetokunbo Ademola.

Oluyole Cheshire Home, College Crescent, Ibadan.

(for crippled children)

Jordan

The Cheshire Home, Jerusalem Road, Bethlehem.

(for crippled children)

TAmman

Sierra Leone

Sir Milton Cheshire Home, Bo.

Morocco
__

*Tangier.

* In preparation

1- In process of construction
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Ravensbourne 8377

Rustington

Marazion 336

Ardleigh 345

Spofforth 284 & 287

Melbourne 7|

Halifax 8I98I

Shillelagh 8

J. A. K. Martyn. O.B.E. (Chairman), Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, T. N.

Jagadisan. Sir Dhiren Mitra, Col. L. Sawhny, Brigadier Virendra Singh.

Banarsidas Chandiwala Swasthya Sadan, Kalkaji, New Delhi.

Rustomji P. Patel Cheshire Home, Sundernagar, Jamshedpur, Bihar.

Shanti Rani House, I3 Upper Strand Road, Serampore, West Bengal.

Chairman of Trustees: The Rt. Rev. Mgr. Nameh Simaan, V.G.

Chairman of Trustees: The Chief Justice, Sir Salako Benka—Coker.

 



 

 

The Cheshire Smile

The Quarterly Magazine of the Cheshire Homes

Vol. 7, No. 3

Editor: Frank Spath

Treasurer: Paul Hunt

Secretary & Advert. Manager:

Mrs. M. K. Thorlby

Editorial and Business Office :

Le Court, Liss, Hants.

(Tel. Blackmoor 364).

Price Is.

Subscription rate:

65. a year. post free.

No receipts for subscriptions will be

sent unless specially requested.

Contributions to The Cheshire Smile

are invited from all readers and, in

general. should reach the Editor at

least six weeks before the magazine

is published. Opinions put forward

in individual articles do not neces-

sarily represent the official view of

the Cheshire Foundation. but it is

our aim to encourage free expression

of ideas.

The magazine is edited, managed and

published by disabled residents at Le

Court. It is printed by the Southern

Publishing Co. Ltd. of Brighton.

Publication dates fall roughly in the

middle of March, June, September

and December.

If you would like to ensure that

you receive “The Cheshire Smile"

regularly, we should be glad to

put your name on our mailing

list. You will find the necessary

form on the last page.      
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Family Day

St. Bridget’s, 10th June, 1961

Reported by Mrs. Clifford Smith,

(Chairman, Management Committee, St. Brit/get’s)

blue skies and so, unfortunately, our guests had a cool re-

3 FTER a week of wonderful sunshine, grey clouds enveloped the

ception from the elements. However, we hope the warmth

and pleasure we felt in having with us so many of our “Cheshire

relatives", made up for the weather’s shortcomings.

After a mammoth effort, the new

drive and parking bays were ready to

receive the bulk of the visitors’ cars,

the first of whom arrived promptly at

10.30 am. Reinforced with coffee,

conducted tours of the house ensued

 

until mid-day, when Lord Denning

took the Chair, the other Trustees

present being Dr. Cheshire, Lady St.

Levan, Mr; Barry Richards, Mr.

Wilfred Russell and Dr. Kiernander,

together with Mr. Handscomb and

Mr. Emmett. After an opening

address discussion followed, during

which matters arose concerning, in

particular, the applications and the

selection of patients. At 1.15 pm.

there was a break for a hot buffet
The Group Captain (centre) having

informal discussion at Family Day.

Mr. Crane (Chairman, Staunton Harold)

looking round at camera.

lunch, during which there was ample

opportunity for individuals to get

together and discuss their own Homes

and appropriate problems.

in the afternnon G.C. showed us the

two documentary films he had made of

the Family in India, combined with

beautiful panoramas of the country.

Criticisms were then invited as to

“cutting” and general sorting out of

the film before display to the public.

This provided many interesting side-

lights on personal reactions to certain

situations.

A further break for tea, during

which informal talk betwixt everyone

was fast and furious. At 6.30 p.m., the

last guest gone, St. Bridget’s reverted

to normal, and comparative quiet

reigned once more. On Sunday a

small party of about sixteen took

advantage of His Grace the Duke of

Norfolk’s kind invitation to visit

Arundel Castle. This was a privilege

indeed to be allowed a private visit

on a “closed” day, and when his

family were enjoying their own house-

party. The Duke’s eldest daughter,

Lady Anne Fitzalan-Howard, greeted

the company. After an interesting  



 

 

tour through the Barons~ Hall, along

the Long Gallery with the beautiful

portraits, we viewed the exhibition of

Ceremonial Robes, which is organized

in aid of the West Sussex Association

for the Care of Cripples. This in-

cluded one of the dresses of Elizabeth,

the Queen-Mother, the Coronation

Robes belonging to the Duke and

   Duchess, the Mantle of the Knight of

the Garter worn by Sir Winston

Churchill, and the Tudor underdress

worn only by the Canopy Bearers at

each Coronation. So we ended our

Family Day, which for various rea-

sons had to be postponed twice, but

the occasion, however, was one of

many happy memories for St. Bridget’s.

 

CHESHIRE HOMES and READER’S DIGEST AWARDS

In order to encourage new ways of

helping the physically disabled, the

Reader’s Digest Foundation in co-

operation with the International

Society for Rehabilitation of the

Disabled, has established a group of

awards to the value of £3,500.

The awards are open to all associa-

tions or community groups concerned

entirely or in part with the welfare of

the disabled, and will be given to the

best rehabilitation schemes developed

within a community in the two—year

period from January lst, 1961 to

December 3lst, 1962.

An international panel ofjudges will

consider each scheme in relation to the

medical services and general facilities

of the community concerned. This

means that small communities will be

able to compete on equal terms with

those which are larger and wealthier.

The possibility of either the Cheshire

Homes, or the all-embracing Ryder

Cheshire Mission for the Relief of

Suffering, entering for this competi-

tion is being seriously considered.

Various suggestions have been made,

and the views of the Homes would be

welcomed; this means not only the

administrations, but the disabled

residents and staff as well. It might be

thought that the Cheshire Homes were

ineligible for these awards, since they

began operating long before 1961, but

we are assured that this does not

debar them from enterting.

One way in which we could present

the case for the Cheshire Homes would

be for all the individual Homes to pool

their resources. Each Home might

prepare its own story in writing and in

pictures, and taken together we should

have a really worthwhile contribution

to offer.

What do you in the Homes think?

We want your ideas.

 

Mr. Laurence Schaller

Dear Sir,

To those of us who knew Mr. Schaller, his letter in your last issue was a sad

reminder that we had in one sense lost by retirement at very good friend of the

Cheshire Homes. Some of us know only too well how much he did to help many

of the individual Homes. particularly in their early stages, and we could not have

had a more loyal friend.

I am sure many of us hope to see him again whenever he has a chance to visit

us at our various Homes, and meanwhile we would all want to wish him and Mrs.

Schaller a very long and happy retirement.

You rs faithfully.

R. S. WORTHlNGTON (Chislehurst. Kent).
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he Russells—a family group
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  The Trustees, Cheshire Foundation Homes

Wilfrid Russell

 

By Margot Mason

(Secretary of the Foundation)

this issue of The Cheshire Smile. Although completely in-

THE Editor has invited me to write about Wilfrid Russell for

adequate for this task, I could not possibly refuse, for I believe

I can claim to have known him a little longer than anyone else in the

Movement.

We met early in 1956 in Bombay,

soon after the GO and his small

advance party arrived in india for the

first time. That meeting was indeed

the beginning of a most happy

association for all of us connected

with the Homes. When Wilfrid tele-

phoned, I was in despair. For weeks

in the great heat, I had been walking

through the streets of Bombay, up and

down many flights of stairs, waiting for

hours in Government offices, only for

one official to pass me on to another.

On the G.C’s instructions, I had been

trying to retrieve the two vehicles and

equipment which we had brought with

us to India on a tourist triptique, and

which, owing to an unfortunate error

in filling up forms, were being held by

the Customs authorities pending pay-

ment of a very large amount of duty.

We needed that equipment desperately

but were penniless, and quite unable to

pay even a fraction of the sum re-

quired.

Wilfrid had heard, however, of our

distress and the relief which he brought

to us all, particularly to me per-

sonally, when he asked for the docu-

ments and suggested we left the matter

in his hands, was enormous. Needless

to say, some few weeks later he had

arranged for the duty to be paid—the

late Air Marshal Mukerjee (Head of

the Indian Air Force) and the Raj-

kumari Amrit Kaur, the then Health

l

 

Minister, coming to our aid. (The

latter, by the way, is now one of our

valued Indian Trustees.)

Soon after our first meeting I, of

course, took Wilfrid up to the 3-

roomed hut, our first Home in India,

Bethlehem House at Andheri, where

he met the QC, the boys, and the

first patients, Pop, Narayan and Mr.

Misquita.

The loss which we all felt when

Wilfrid retired, and he and his family

sailed away from Bombay for London

in April 1956 was very great. He had

become a frequent visitor to the Home,

usually accompanied by his driver,

Francis, and by Sheila, his wife, and

Venetia and Robin, his children.

Sheila‘s family have also become

involved in the Cheshire movement, for

Reggie, her eldest brother, looked

after me on my first visit to Delhi to

start the Home there, and Leslie has

for some years been a most inspired

Chairman of the Indian Trust. Wilfrid

and Sheila brought gaiety into our

lives and often took us to their house,

Bates Hill, for a rest and a meal—and

finally, for a big farewell party in their

garden.

Early years

Wilfrid was born in Cairo; educated

at Marlborough and Clare College,

Cambridge, where he excelled at

hockey and rugger and won a place in

 

 

  
 



  

      

  

the ski team. He later attended

Montpellier University: also the Uni—

versity at Munich. In 1935 he went to

India to join Killick, Nixon & Co., a

firm of Managing Agents. Few

Englishmen of his generation can

know and love India as Wilfrid knows

it, for he spent the following twenty-

one years there and his retirement in

1956 was a great wrench, not only to

him, but also to his wife, Sheila.

During this twenty-one years he

became a member of the Bombay

Legislative Assembly, and founded the

European Progiessive Group. In 1940

he joined the Royal Air Force,

commanded 2 and 5 flights, Indian Air

Force Voluntary Reserve, spent a

year as Chief Ground Instructor at

Walton Flying Training School, La—

hore, two years at Air Headquarters,

India, as Chief Royal Air Force

Relations Officer. In 1944 he was

appointed Chief Instructor Royal Air

Control Commission School, London,

and in 1945 he commanded 8801

Disarmament Squadron in Norway.

On demobilization in 1946 he

returned to India to rejoin his firm,

and during the next ten years became

Chairman and Managing Director ofa

number of industrial companies, in-

cluding Associated Cement Companies

Ltd. He played a leading part in the

establishment of Breach Candy Hos-

pital in Bombay, and became Chair-

man ofthe Bombay European Hospital

Trust. From 1949 to 1953 he was

Chairman of the Bombay Education

Society.

Literary activities

Wilfrid has always been an accom-

plished writer and in 1944 his Far-

gotren Skies appeared, a story of the

Royal Air Force and Indian Air

Force in India, Burma and Ceylon.

In 1952 he published Indian Summer,

and in 1956 a collection of poems by

Indian poets, called Flame of the

Forest. His latest book, Merchant in a

Mirror (which was published here in

August) is reviewed on another page.

The proceeds of this are to be given to

the Indian Homes.

When Wilfrid and Sheila and their

family sailed away from Bombay he

carried with him a large solid silver

model of a coal mine with all its pit-

head apparatus and a silver miner’s

 

    
helmet, presented by some of the

companies which he managed. These

were evidence of the high regard

which Wilfred had won from the

Indians with whom he had worked. I

was told of his leave-taking tour of

the companies with which he had

become identified; there were fare-

wells in every town and village: he

was gat‘landed and given presents

wherever he went.

His work for the Homes

In London he took up again his

association with the Homes. becoming

first Honorary Treasurer, and then

Managing Trustee of the United

Kingdom Foundation. His help during

the years since 1956 has been in-

valuable, not onlyin his wise financial

guidance (he was responsible fo1

arranging with the Westminster Bank

to come to our help, a step for which

we have always been grateful). His

ability to appreciate the G.C‘s plans

for development and the spirit behind

them, his readiness to give his backing

and support to new ventures is also a

most valuable feature. He has now

joined the Commonwealth Develop-

ment Finance Corporation Ltd. and

his travels in connection with his work

provide him with opportunities for

spreading and promoting knowledge of

the work of the Homes in Common—

wealth countries. Thus he has sown

the first seeds for the establishment of

Homes in Nigeria, Sierra Leone and

recently in Mauritius and Tanganyika.

Wilfrid has a great sense of humour

and funiis a devotee of‘high life”

which he learned in West Africa, and

into which he has initiated his London

friends. He and his family have now

taken up sailing in Cornwall, and are

building a bungalow at Rock, where

Sheila finds the opportunity to record

in water colour some of the beauties

of the North Cornish coast. With

Sheila, Venetia and Robin, also

Percy and Vicky (the two Pekinese

who came with them from India),

Wilfrid spends his holidays down

there each year, taking part in the

local Red Feather Day on behalf of

St. Teresa's Home, Marazion and

showing very real and personal

interest in the patients and their

welfare '

 

  



 

It is as  

rich and warm and brave

a book as I have read in years

“Merchant: in a Mirror" by \Nilfrid Russell. Asia Publishing Co.

le.

Reviewed by John Connell

The Royalties from the sale of this book are being devoted to the

Cheshire Homes in India at the express wish of the author, who, as

will be seen from‘ the preceding article, is a Trustee of the Cheshire

Foundation Homes in the UK.

 

HERE have been many studies of India in transition. Mr.

Wilfrid Russell’s Merchant in a Mirror stands apart from these

academic and journalistic exercises. It is an autobiography of

astonishing candour, freshness and generosity of spirit. It is as rich

and warm and brave a book as I have read in years.

It is the story of close on thirty

years of one man’s life, in which a

whole world has dissolved and

another has been born. Mr. Russell“

as he himself emphasizes—outwardly

the most conventional of Englishmen,

Marlborough, Cambridge and youth-

ful recruit to the managerial side of an

old-established British firm in Bombay,

was in fact not a conformist in the

terms of his own generation. He

lacked the cold, arrogant, inward-

turning rigidity which, among the

British in India, ruined the British-

Indian relationship.

He was therefore deeply involved~

emotionally, spiritually, maritally. His

book is, in consequence, profoundly

subjective—and all the more vivid and

persuasive for that. The authority and

the significance of an individual’s

experience derive, not from the magni-

tude or the drama of the events

through which he pasSes, but from the

degree of sensitivity which he brings to

 

 

them. Mr. Russell describes, with

humility and veracity, the road which

he has travelled: young cadet in a big

trading house in the 19305, the R.A.F.

and the I.A.F. through the stark,

formative times of 1941-42; the crucial

event of his life, his falling in love with

and marrying a beautiful Indian girl;

varied war service; the post-war

return to India, the terrible birth-

pangs of two nations in 1947; the

tests and trials of adjustment in the

John Connell

Well-known author and journa-

list. His publications include

Tomorrow we shall be Free, The

House by Herod's Gate, W. E.

Henley (won the James Tait

Black Memorial Prize, I949),

Time and Chance, Winston Chur—

chill, the Writer and Death on

the Left. 

 

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

 

     

   

   

    

  

      

    

   

 

   

   

  

      



   

years after the transfer of power; the

tug of two loyalties, and the final?

or is it—victory of one loyalty.

There are many beautiful and

touching descriptive and narrative

passages Mr. Russell would not, I

think, claim that he is a professional

writer; but the English have a tradition

of producing talented amateurs~not

only in cricket—who bring their own

especial élan to any activity they

attempt. This is Mr. Russell’s gift.

But the essence of the book, and its

importance, are to be found in the two

words, understanding and love. Many

 

Englishmen have loved and served

India. The arrival of British women in

large numbers, and the Mutiny,

created a tragic rift, across which few

Englishmen dared build a bridge. They

worked in India, they served, they

governed—but they suppressed love,

and it turned sour upon them. Mr.

Russell, by something in his own

inherited temperament and by events,

was preserved from this shrivelling.

He came face to face with the real

India, and fell in love.

The result is this remarkably

moving, luminously truthful book.

 

Twickenham Endeavour Club

This is the first club of its kind to be opened under the auspices of the

Ryder Cheshire Mission for the Relief of Sitflering

On May 2nd, nearly ninety people

attended the inaugural meeting of the

Twickenham Endeavour Club—a club

for the disabled formed as part of the

Mission for the Relief of Suffering to

help those in Twickenham, Middlesex,

and the surrounding area.

The objects of the club, as laid down

in the rules drawn up by the committee

elected at this meeting are as follows:

To provide opportunity for the

disabled members to take as active a

part in the life of the community as

possible.

To promote social and cultural

activities for the interest and benefit of

the members.

To encourage visiting of those who

are unable to take part in the club’s

activities and who are unable to leave

their homes.

To ensure that the community

realises fully its responsibility to its

disabled members and that at the same

time takes advantage of their contri-

bution to Society.

To bring all those who need advice

and assistance in contact with avail-

able sources of help.

To encourage the extension of the

Mission for the Relief of Sufiering,

that the needs of all who suffer

throughout the world might be realised,

and that a common bond be forged

whereby differences of race, religion

and colour may be overcome.

Meetings of the club are being held

in a local hall every two weeks at the

present time. It is hoped that it will be

possible to increase this in due course,

but the main problem is to provide

sufficient transport for the members.

In time perhaps, it will be possible to

obtain a small vehicle to give some

measure of independence.

The following message was received

from Group Captain and Mrs.

Cheshire:

“It gives us both the very greatest

pleasure to welcome the Endeavour

Club as part of the Mission for the

Relief of Suffering, and we wish you

every possible success and happiness.

We feel that quite apart from the good

which the club will do for those who

live in Twickenham, both fit and

disabled, you will be the means of

bringing fresh hope and encourage-

ment to other sick and disabled people

far away and in other parts of the

world, whom you will never see, but

who will count themselves as members

of one and the same family, devoted

one might say to the relief of suffering.

We look forward very much indeed to

the opportunity of coming to the club

and meeting you all, and in the mean-

time we shall follow news of your

developments with the greatest

interest.”  
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This15 the season of Fetes and I have done my best to get a1ound to

some ofthem. lt1s difficult to takein all as a number of them often

seem to fall on the same day. The G.C. would have had to cut

himself into five pieces one Saturday in July to attend all the Fetes

taking place that day.

At Greathouse I was lucky enough ‘ colour and black and white) in order

to meet Mr. Garnett, who gave this to bring to life all the individual

beautiful Cotswold house to the Cheshire Homes to everyone. At St.

Foundation, together with its glorious Bridget‘s, the films were all in colour,

gardens, It must have made him and mainly of the Indialn Homes, with

happy to see the vital and successful 1 a tew shots ofJordan. tlhink most of

use to which his old home is being put. the viewers were like me, quite

Mrs. Sue Ryder Cheshire opened the amazed at the work he and his wife

Fete. During the afternoon, the G.C. have done, particularly in India, with

was seen carrying Jeromy around in the help of the many devoted Indians

his arms, and both seemed, as usual, of all communities who are building

full of beans. I was able to have a few up the lndian Foundation.

words with Mr. Powell, the Chairman, Raphael, the international settle-

calm in what seemed a fair-sized ment at Dehra Dun in the north,

storm, and with “Spinal" Aspinal, the which is independent of the Indian

Warden and Mrs. Aspinal.Altogether, Foundation, was, I thought, particu-

it seemed to be a most happy and larly striking. It seems well set on the

successful day for this lovely and road chartered for it by the G.C.,

active Home. namely, to be a repository for his

* at * ideas and ideals, also a training ground

_ _ , , for dedicated workers of all nations.

Family Day at 'St. _Br1dgets 15 It is being run by two Indians and an

described elsewhere in this issue, so I English woman—General Masters,

won’t comment on this successful Mrs. Ava Dhar and Mrs. Dot Rawlley.

occasion, for which Mrs. Clifford * * *

Smith and her committee deserve a

great deal of credit, except to mention A new recruit to the Cheshire

the colour films shown by the G.C. Family is Mervyn Molesworth of

It is difficult for those of us who have I.C.I., who has lived for many years

not been abroad to visualise what the in India where, so far as I know, he

overseas Homes actually look like. never came in touch with the Homes.

The G.C. has taken to photography Now that he is back in England, he has

seriously (both stills and movies, both been roped in by Mrs. Pam ‘Farrell

 



   

to be the Hon. Treasurer of Heatherley.

I met him at their Fete on 24th June,

a day that was such a well deserved

reward for Mrs. Farrell and her com—

mittee, who have succeeded in the

extraordinary feat of starting a Home

from scratch within twelve months,

and with no outside help. It takes a lot

to shake the GO, but I think even he

was a bit surprised at the calm speed

and unhurried drive of the team at

Heatherley.

=l< 9.! *

I had never been to the Le Court

Fete before. What a wonderful setting

it makes for such an occasion. I met

two of the Ministers of the Mauritius

government talking to the Editor at

his rather stifling post in the Informa-

tion Tent, where he was explaining

some of the many photographs on

display. There has been a marked

decrease of overseas visitors this

summer, which is sad. It was therefore

all the more pleasant to come on these

visitors from so far away, who are

anxious to see a Home started in

Mauritius. Mr. Ringadoo, Minister of

Labour and Social Welfare, and Mr.

Walter, Minister of Works, had by an

extraordinary coincidence both

followed Professor Cheshire’s lectures

at Lincoln’s Inn, as law students many

years ago. Mr. Ringadoo had to

leave the Fete early, but Mr. Walter

stayed to have tea with the Professor

at his home. Matron was somehow

able to show the two Ministers round

Le Court during the crowded after-

noon, which was much appreciated by

both of them.

I also saw Cherry Morris during the

afternoon. She is a very old friend of

Le Court, and had motored down

from London with Monica Wilkins,

who is one of the best known volun-

tary workers at Market Mews.

Frank Spath delighted me with the

news that Le Court had adopted the

Home at Katpadi, Mrs. Chinna-

dorai’s Home in South India, and

were dividing the proceeds of the

Residents’ Stall at the Fete between

this Home and the one at Bethlehem

* * *

Congratulations to Lady Betty

Luttrell on the birth of a son. Betty

Shirley, as she used to be, is always

14

connected in my mind with Staunton,

where she was brought up and where

her family had lived for several

centuries. She and her brother Robin

(Lord Ferrers), who is a Trustee of the

English Foundation, and their mother,

the Dowager Countess Ferrers, have

always been staunch supporters of the

Cheshire family of Homes, with

particular loyalties of course to

Staunton. Robin has been most

active in Norfolk where he now lives,

in getting the Norfolk Home under

way. A house has recently been

acquired near Norwich, and there is

an active committee.

* =t< *

During this coming winter, our two

best known Aldermen are going round

the world on separate trips, during

which they both hope to visit many of

the overseas Homes. Jack Stephens,

from the West of England, and Arthur

Pickles from the North, are both

setting out on long journeys. I am

sure the Homes in the Middle East,

India and Malaya, will be interested

to meet these two staunch and

experienced members of the family,

who up to now have known well the

growing number of Homes in the U.K.

but have not had a chance to see how

we are growing up abroad too. The

links between the Foundations over-

seas and at home will be immeasur-

ably strengthened by these visits. The

international aspect of the Homes is

very close to the G.C’s heart. We

wish our two "ambassadors”, and

their wives, ban voyage.

* * >l<

There was an appeal by Lady

Hamilton on the BBC Home Service

in January, on behalf of the world’s

fifteen million sufferers from leprosy.

In response to it over £7,700 has been

contributedfiamong the BBC‘s larger

totals during the year. The money has

been distributed to the most des-

perately needy causes, and top of the

list came Mother Teresa of Calcutta

whose Sisters treat 3,000 cases of

leprosy each week. £1,000 was

allocated to them. We were very

pleased to hear that £250 has been

given to the leprosy unit at Raphael,

the Ryder Cheshire International

Centre at Dehra Dun, lndia.
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“How I got involved with Cheshire”

  

Dr, Nicholas ©9Beirn

Trustee, Cheshire I-Iomes, Nigeria

not until the end of 1958 thatl met him, A friend of'mine, Bill Hallows, who

LIKE most people I had heard and read about the Group Captain, but it was

was also in Nigeria, had given me the first account of the work the G.C. was

doing.

During my first tour in Nigeria,

Wilfred Russell came out and l was

introduced to him one afternoon in

the medical out-patients’ 'of University

College Hospital, Ibadan. He loaded

me with information and pamphlets

and gave me the telephone number at

Market Mews as I was shortly going

on leave to U.K. I met Margot and

the Group Captain when passing

through London; my friend Hallows

and myself spent some time with him.

I immediately knew “I had had it”

when G.C. eunningly turned the con-

versation to Ibadan, and I found my-

self agreeing to getting something

going there.

Margot came out to lbadan at the

end of April; did a "blitz" around the

town and finished up by gathering a

large number of supporters in my

ofiice. After this meeting, I somehow

found myselfChairman ofa temporary

committee, with a house (unfurnished

with a rent of £200 per annum) plus

two patients as our assets. The

challenge was there, and I shall never

forget those hectic few weeks when

that first grand bunch of workers

,found the rent money, furniture beds

bedding and all the household requi1e-

ments. The pace was indeed fast; we

were on our feet within a month and

have never looked back. It would be

impossible to mention the names of all

the people who did such wonderful

work in the early days of the OLUYOLE

CHESHIRE HOME in Ibadan, but I know

they will understand ifl pick out just

one person without whom the Home

would never have got going—Joan

Boston, our first Secretary, now back

in U.K.

On my next leave, during the

summer of 1960, Iwas not suiprised to

find myself involved with the setting

up of the fiist I1ish Home. All those

trips up and down to Wieklow, and

i
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over to Birr where there is a possibility

of a second home, were great fun and

helped to "shorten" my leave.

The last time I met the Group

Captain was when I managed to get

him to the Irish Club in London to

give a talk there. I won’t forget when

one of the ladies offered him some

dainty sandwiches later in the evening

To her surprise he manouvered about

eight into a pape1 napkin and while

pocketing them remarked that they

would be useful on the journey back to

Sufi‘olk that night. This little incident

brought back to me once again the

essential humility and greatness of the

man. I shall never, indeed, regret

having become involved with Cheshire.

  

  

   

   

   
    

  

   

   

   

  

  

          

  

        

  

     

  

    



   

The U.N. Approach to Physical Disability

(Quoted from U.N. document E/CN 5/259. and reproduced in “Services

for the Physically Handicapped". published by the United Nations

Department of Social Affairs, I954. We are indebted to the U.N.

Publications Board for permission to reprint these passages.)

The time has long passed when a handicapped child or a disabled adult should be

regarded as a subject for commercial exploitation and trained for the occupation

of a professional beggar, or even be considered as a mere object for charity.

Modern methods of medical and sociological science have'opened up a new horizon

of promise for such individuals. But if this promise is to be fulfilled, and the handi—

capped person is to have his full chance of life, there must first be a new evalu-

ation of physical disability, based on the following theses:

“First, the physically handicapped person has the same claim to human rights

as those who are not physically disabled, and is entitled to receive whatever his

country can offer in the matter of protection, aid, and possibilities of adaptation.

”Second, by the very nature of his disability the physically disabled person is

exposed to mental and psychological disturbances caused by deep-seated feelings

of dispossession and frustration; consequently, he has a particular claim on the

sympathy and the active aid of the community.

“Third, the physically disabled person can, if provided with judiciously selected

means, develop the resources still available to him to an unexpected degree and

more often than not become an active element in the country‘s economic life,

instead of remaining a burden to himself, his family and the state.

“Fourth. the physically disabled person owes it to the community to contribute

his share to the economic prosperity of his country in any way made possible by

his rehabilitation and training.

”Fifth, the chief ambition of the physically handicapped person is to lead an

independent life within a normal community, rather than to spend his life in a

segregated institution reserved for those who share his infirmity or among

invalids.

“Sixth, the rehabilitation of the physically disabled can only be successful if it is

effected by the joint efforts of the social services and of specialists working as a

team.”

The first task facing the international institutions is therefore to neglect nothing

which can induce the world to accept this new understanding of physical dis-

ability.
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HE term "young chronic sick" is used to cover a numerically small group

I of patients suffering from a wide range of clinical conditions. ln this

article we are dealing with patients between the ages of 20-60 years. These

people do not fall obviously within the responsibility of any one specialty but it

is increasingly the custom nowadays to enlist the support of the geriatrician,

whose experience of rehabilitation, social problems, and arrangements for long-

  

term care enables him often to give constructive advice.

As geriatricians working in adjoin-

ing areas under the same Regional

Hospital Board we thought it useful

to investigate the problem together in

order to assess its extent and to

suggest possible solutions. We are

happy to assume responsibility for

these cases only when we are provided

with suitable facilities for their long-

term care, and while we are glad to

advise other. clinicians and social

workers on their management we do

not consider our obligations should

necessarily include their admission to

unsuitable geriatric wards.

Our geriatric departments drain a

population ofapproximately I, 100,000.

Analysis of our in-patient and waiting

list records showed that out of a total

of 1,041 geriatric beds in use 83 were

occupied by “young chronic sick”

patients and there were 12 further

  

 

clinical categories were as follows: 19

had disseminated sclerosis, l4 hemi-

plegia, 10 Parkinsonism, 9 were

spastics, and 9 had untreatable

neoplasms. Only 45 per cent of our

cases had been referred directly by

general practitioners and of the total

number a third only required ad-

mission for a few weeks to give the

relatives a rest.

In our review of the numbers of

“young chronic sick” in our areas and

in formulating suggestions for future

planning for this Group we have

excluded the following categories:

(1) Mental defectivesfiwho are still

often housed unfortunately in

Geriatric Wards and are nomin-

ally under our care.

(2) Psychopaths — a psychiatric

patients of this type on our waiting problem.

lists, making a total of 95. Of these 61 (3) Epileptics—needing residential

were male and 34 female. The main care.



(4) Terminal cases where the expec-

tation of life is only a few weeks.

According to their age, these

patients should be cared for in

the acute medical wards or in a

Geriatric Unit, or possibly in a

Marie Curie Home or similar

institution.

Patients suffering from arthritis

and hemiplegia over 50 years old.

These patients are likely to resp-

ond to rehabilitation in the active

treatment Geriatric Wards, and

quite suitably placed there.

(5 v

Generally speaking, “young chronic

sick“ do not constitute a great burden

on local authority services. In one

area where 60 district nurses were

working, only four were actually

attending this type of case. In the

Homes of one welfare authority 153

out of 834 residents were under 65, but

the majority of these were over 60, and

the few remaining were registered

permanently handicapped individuals.

A visit to an industrial rehabilitation

unit showed us that persons with

chronic progressive diseases who were

fit enough for training there would be

able to live as normal members of the

community, and were unlikely there—

fore to be a problem to the hospital

authorities at that stage.

The core of the problem is to pro-

vide suitable accommodation for long-

term care bearing in mind that in many

gradual deterioration in physical

capacity is to be expected. Diagnosis

will have been made and investigations

completed1n an acute bed. Individual

cases might present interesting prob—

lems to many other clinicians but few

of them would probably wish to retain

overall charge when the problem

becomes largely a social one.

After diagnosis has been confirmed

the majority of patients are able to

spend a long period at home before

admission to a young chronic sick”

unit is required. In a number of cases

the family will be able to look after the

patient at home permanently. There-

fore considerably greater home care

facilities should be made available

including adaptations to housing if a

greater number of people are to be

given the opportunity of being cared
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for adequately in their own home

surroundings.

One of us thought that a register of

“young chronic sick" patients should

be compiled, both centrally at Regional

Hospital Board level, and locally in

each area, so that services could be

better co-ordinated and the demands

of the future to some extent estimated.

A glaring example of what can happen

now is shown by a recent case when a

young disabled person in employment

who was looked after by his mother, on

her death had to be admitted to a

chronic sick hospital and in conse-

quence was forced to give up his job.

Financial responsibility for units for

long-term care is in the main assumed

by three authorities:

(1) Regional Hospital Boards;

(2) Local Authorities; and

(3) Voluntary bodies.

Local authorities can and often do

make a contribution to the residential

cost of individual residents.

We were particularly impressed with

the high morale amongst the residents

in the Cheshire Homes we visited. It

seems uniortunate that while these

Homes have to be satisfied with in-

adequate facilities and unsuitable

equipment because of their financial

position, units run under either of the

other authorities mentioned above

tend to be more regimented and the

patients or residents much more

conscious of their disabilities. It was

evident that the greater independence

available to individuals the better the

results in terms of morale, and the

development of independent wards

such as those at Rivermead Hospital,

Oxford, shows that this attitude can be

generated even within the atmosphere

of a statutory authority. There is no

doubt that while the Cheshire Homes

are performing admirable pioneer

work, which we believe is one of the

important functions of voluntary

societies in the Welfare State, we are

sure they are caring for many people

who should be the financial responsi-

bility of the Regional Hospital Boards.

There appear to be four possible

arrangements for the care of the

“young chronic sick" in National

Health Service hospitals:

(1) Theyoung chronic sick"

young acute sick

The obvious advantage of this

arrangement is that of contact with

with the
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their own age group. Against this, it is

depressing for them to see the vast

maj01ity of othe1 patients getting well

and being discharged while they

remain. Even where the general

physicians and their nursing staff are

willing to accept them in their wards,

insufficient dayroom accommodation,

physiotherapy and occupational

therapy would sometimes be draw—

backs.

(2) The "young chronic sick“ with the

old chronic sic/r

It is the obvious disadvantages of

this practice which have drawn

attention to the problem in the first

place. The advantages of physio-

therapy, occupational therapy and

dayroom accommodation in a well—

organised Geriatric Unit do not com-

pensate for the depressing effects

described in A. Whittaker’s admirable

report ( British MedicalJournal, l960)*.

(3) The “young chronic sick" with the

young handicapped

This system has advantages as they

are with patients of their own age

group and there could be free com-

munication between the two sections

even if the wards were in a building

separate from the hostel--type accom~

modation for the young handicapped.

This latter group is not likely to be

depressed unduly by contact with

progressive disease, the majority having

sufficient understanding of their own

pathology to know their own progno-

sis. The advantages of communal

rec1eational facilities and possibly

sheltered WOIkShOp accommodation

are great, and the numbers involved

might make such a combined unit

economical to run. This arrangement

would entail a joint-user establishment

run by the Regional Board and the

local authority. Difficulties could arise

over this but at least one of us felt

that such a measure was not necessarily

retrograde and might be the best

solution.

(4) ‘ Young chronic sick” in a reparate

establishment by themse/ies

The main problem in this arrange-

ment is the catchment area involved.

Less than 40 beds would probably be

* Whittaker, A. (1960) A Study of

Patients aged 15—55 in chronic sick

wards, Local Authority Accommo-

dation and Homes in the North-

East Metropolitan Region.



  

uneconomic to staff and equipment.

A unit on its own must be large, and

properly equipped. We thought that at

least two 70-bedded units would be

required for a population of 1,500,000

inhabitants. The provision of com-

munity facilities for a unit of this size

might compensate for the patient

being perhaps rather far from home.

Four smaller units of 35-40 beds, if not

too uneconomic, might be more

desirable distributed throughout the

area. Most of us felt that the latter

suggestion would be an acceptable

solution if the buildings used for such

units could be organised to provide the

following essential features:—

(i) Adequate sized dayrooms to be

used freely by both sexes.

(ii) Ample bed spacing in dormitory

accommodation, giving maximum in-

dividual privacy, even possibly pro-

viding separate cubicles.

(iii) The provision of a lift, if the

unit contains more than one floor, to

take all types of wheelchair patients,

easily operated by the residents.

(iv) Gardens, easily accessible to

chairborne cases from the dayrooms.

(v) Educational, social and recre-

ational facilities should be planned

flexibly, the dayroom accommodation

being designed with these in mind, so

that it can be used for various purposes

including its use as an adjunct to an

Occupational Therapy Department.

(vi) Provision for relatives and

friends to visit from a distance and stay

overnight if necessary.

(vii) Provision for the terminal care

of permanent cases accepted by the

Unit

(viii) Enough beds should be avail-

able to accept cases on a temporary

basis for holiday periods, or to cover

periods of domestic crisis, e.g., illness

of parent or spouse.

(ix) The nursing regime should be

sympathetically adapted to foster as

far as possible the happy atmosphere

we admired in the Cheshire Homes.

(x) The services of a skilled medical-

social worker should be freely avail-

able.

In conclusion, we think the right

approach to this serious problem

should be a comprehensive home-care

programme based on co-operation

between the medical profession and

the local authorities, backed by

adequate financial resources. Well~
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informed architectural advice must be

available. in a large numbers of cases

mtermittent hospital care is all that is

requiied. Voluntary societies willing to

provide suitable services could perhaps

organise these types of units satis—

factorily if supported by adequate

government grants. These societies

must have maximum administrative

freedom in their running. The other

solution would be for Regional Boards

to set up a small number of "young

chronic sick" units with all the facilities

mentioned above, in their own ad-

ministrative areas. in either solution

the residents should be free to go out

to work and given every encourage-

ment to do so.

Under either arrangement it is

essential for an interested physician of

consultant status to be intimately

associated with the running of such

units, and visit them frequently. It was

obvious at the Duchess of Gloucester

House, Isleworth, that the residents

there were notyoung chronic sick,

as is generally understood by the

term The excellently designed build—

ings and intimate consultant control

enabled them to maintain personal

independence. Under a lessven»

lightened regime the majority would

have had to be housed in hospital

wards for the chronic sick, and could

have been unemployed and a financial

burden to the community.

It is sad that most of the questions

formulated by M. U. Sharp (1955)1‘

have been left unanswered and we

hope that this review will open up the

subject again.

Our thanks are due to the officials

in our own and other areas who have

answered our many questions; to the

authorities who kindly arranged for us

to visit their establishments~Great-

house Cheshire Home, near Chippen—

ham, the Duchess ofGoucester House,

Isleworth, and the Industrial Re-

habilitation Centre, Cardiff; and to the

Medical Officers who allowed us to

visit the “young chronic sick” establish-

ments at Caerau Hospital, Cardiff,

Rivermead Hospital, Oxford, and

Whipps Cross Hospital, London, E.ll.

TSharp, M. U. (1955). The Young

Chronic Sick Patient in Hospital.

Lancer, i. 1263.



   

N.A.P. to be Wound Up

The National Association for the

Paralysed was founded in 1948 with

the main objects of discovering the

needs of the disabled, building up a

library of information on the services

available to meet these needs. and

acting as an advisory body to those

implementing these services.

It has always been an article of faith

at N.A.P. that the Association would

in due course work itself out of a job.

It is the view of N.A.P's Executive

Committee that this state of affairs has

now been reached due to the progress

made by Local Authority Welfare

Departments. No voluntary organisa-

tion concerned with the physically

handicapped can be unaffected by the

great developments that have taken

place over the last few years, in the

local services provided for giving

skilled advice and help to disabled

people, and it is because of these

developments that the committee

have made the decision to recom~

mend to N.A.P’s members that the

Association should wind up at the end

of this year.

The committee are Convinced that

the needs of the disabled should be

more than covered by the local welfare

services and other existing voluntary

organisations. They consider that to

continue doing work which could and

should be done by others~bc they

statutory or voluntary bodies—would

be an unjustifiable expenditure of

money for which so many are appeal—

ing and which is so limited.

N.A.P. would like to thank all

voluntary organisations for their co-

operation over the years. It is the

committee‘s conviction that the future

development of welfare services de-

pends on the close co—opcration of

voluntary and statutory bodies and

that both need to make adjustments to

their activities to this end. N.A.P‘s

adjustment is to wind up. That of

others will no doubt be different, but

is no less necessary.

N.A.P’s information and advisory

service, and the distribution of the

amended Gadget Leaflets and the

Holiday Brochure, will be taken over

by the Central Council for the Care of

Cripples from September l4th, 1961.

N.A.P’s Holiday and Convalescent

Home at Lulworth Court, WestclifT—

on-Sea, will continue to provide

holiday and convalescent accommoda-

tion as hitherto and will be adminis-

tered by Dorincourt Estates from

January lst, 1962, when all applica-

tions for vacancies should be sent to

 

Speaking with One Voice

The following note was published originally in the I.T.A.

North London Group’s newsletter, and reproduced in

"The Magic Carpet"

It is high time the various organisa-

tions for the disabled came together

and co-operated with one another

instead of forever “going it alone”.

There would be no need to fear the

loss of any organisation’s individual

identity — co-operation on certain

matters common to all does not mean

being swallowed up in one vast

national organisation . . .

It is time the various organisations

spoke with one powerful voice on such

vital matters as Education for the

Disabled (including higher education

and adult education), better Training

and Rehabilitation Schemes, Employ-
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the Secretary. Dorincourt Estates,

Leatherhead Court, Surrey.

ment and Vehicles. Far too many

organisations for the disabled exude

an eflete “tea and cakes” atmosphere

in which little is done other than

provide suitable staid social afternoons

for their members.

How nice it would be to see repre-

sentatives of the many associations and

clubs meeting at regular intervals to

study, discuss and recommend matters

of great importance... and to see

hidebound Government departments

forced to listen to the recommenda—

tions of such a federation because of

its sheer size and importance.

Boa PARKER.
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Marske Hall, a stately home near

Saltburn—by-the-Sea, in the North

Riding, has been given by the Marquis

of Zetland to the Foundation for use

as a Cheshire Home.

The Hall is a three-storey building

with over forty rooms. It was built in

1627, and in recent years local councils

are said to have been interested in
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acquiring it. The house is surrounded

by lawns and is situated close to the

main road. 0n the other side of the

road is a new housing estate.

A lift will be installed, but other

reconstruction work will be kept at a

minimum to preserve the Hall as a

family home rather than give it the

appearance of an institution.

 

Greenhill House, Timsbury, Somerset

Things are moving at last in Somerset

and it is now hoped that the first

patients will be able to come in to

Greenhill House by the early winter

months.

At the beginning of June our second

carnival was held in Bath. We were

successful in raising our fund to over

£6,000, and this has enabled us to

complete the purchase of the house,

and also have a substantial balance to    

carry out necessary alterations.

We are at present endeavouring to

form a Management Committee and,

all being well, they will be holding

their first meeting at the beginning of

August.

The vegetable garden, which is

fairly extensive, has been cultivated by

voluntary labour, and crops are now

being sold to raise funds for the new

Home.

 

  



  

The Sheffield Steering Committee

Saturday, July the 22nd marked the

anniversary of the Foundation of

Sheffield‘s support toward the estab-

lishment of a Home within its own

boundaries.

Mrs. Joan Smith, the Founder ofthe

Movement, held a Barbecue in her

home at Dobbin Hill, Sheffield, as she

did twelve months ago with just one

difference. Two gardens were used

instead of one, through the co~

operation of her next-door neighbour

and a temporary gateway through the

fence was quickly improvised.

The result was a great success and

the financial support well up on the

previous effort.

It is interesting to record that the

Sheffield support groups, organised by

Mrs. Smith, together with other

organisations in the city, have now

made a total contribution to the

Sheffield Cheshire Home Fund of

£2,000.

The Group Captain‘s recent visit to

Sheffield had a two-fold purpose. In

the first place he visited the Town Hall

where he was received by the Lord

Mayor, the Chairman of the Estates

Committee, Councillor Johnson, the

Pro-Vice Chancellor of the Sheffield

Unlversny and Chairman of the

University Buildings Committee, Mr.

Gerard Young.

ln company with Alderman Pickles,

Northern District Chairman, Mr. G.

West, the Chairman of the Sheffield

Steering Committee and Mr. Lee

Committee Member, 21 very encourag-

ing discussion took place, as a result

of which the establishment of a

Cheshire Home in Sheffield cannot be

far away.

To complete the days proceedings

the Group Captain attended an

informal meeting of the Support

Group Members, and other enthusias-

tic workers for the cause, at the Ken-

wood Hall, Sheffield, in the evening,

when he was able to give a report ofthe

meeting at the Town Hall the pre-

vious afternoon At the same time he

had the opportunity of speaking

personally to the people present, who

had responded so magnificently during

the last twelve months in giving their

time and support through many

organised and successful social func«

tions.

E. R. MOTI'ERSHAW, Press Officer.

 

Carnsal loch, Dumfries

Greetings from the first three residents

at Carnsalloch!

We, Sadie Gordon, Helen Rennie

and myself arrived here on June 27th

feeling very forlorn and sorry for

ourselves, but we have been made to

feel so very welcome that after only a

fortnight we really feel at home.

Carnsalloch is situated about three

miles from Dumfries, in a very

picturesque setting, with a view of the

surrounding hills and the River Nith

only a few yards away.

The main part of the house is still

in the hands of the workmen so there

is a constant buzz of activity, but the

wing in which we have our rooms is

almost finished.

We feel really privileged to be in

“on the ground floor”, so to speak and

to share in the excitement and see

what has been to many a pipe dream

become a reality.

The only two resident staff at

present are Miss Dempster, our
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Matron, and Dmitri, our Ukrainian

cook. Matron, with her sense of

humour, has kept us all laughing, and

Dmitri, with his excellent cooking, is

spoiling us.

I think that all old houses have an

atmosphere about them and this one, I

feel, has a happy one. We hope to

help keep it that way.

Our sincere thanks to the various

members of the committee who have

given their time to visit us and ascer-

tain that we are settling down; and

also to our secretary, Mrs. Brown, for

her help and kindness

Our official opening date, July 22nd,

will be marked by a Fete which will be

opened by Lady Galloway; we also

hope to welcome Group Captain

Cheshire and his wife on that day; and

we are keeping our fingers crossed that

the weather man will be as kind to us

as everyone else.

JEAN MCCAULL (Resident).

 



THE NEW KENT HOME

 

Photo} ‘Kent Messenger'

Air Vice-Marshal A. E. Barton, with the Mayor of Maidstone, welcome

the first patient at Mote House.
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First “Cheshire Home” in Cheshire

The Hill, Sandbach, was sold in

August I960 to the Cheshire Founda-

tion for 152.000. This was a ridiculous

consideration for such a prepossessing

dwelling. But it was the wish of the

last survivors of the Royds family of

Sandbach that the mansion, which had

been their home for many years,

should serve a Christian and humani-

tarian purpose.

Following the purchase of the house

with its two acres of gently rolling

lawns, flower beds and fields, a meet-

ing of interested people was called in

Sandbach. Over 500 people went to

the meeting in Sandbach Town Hall,

which was addressed by Group

Captain Cheshire. The direct result

was the formation of a Steering Com-

mittee under the chairmanship of

Mrs. lrene Lea, M.B.E., an ardent

worker in public and charitable fields,

who is the present Chairman of Sand-

bach Urban Council.

At the turn of the year, the Lord

Lieutenant of Cheshire, Viscount

Leverhulme, accepted the patronage

of the Home.

Twelve Support Groups, whose

main object is to raise funds, have

been formed in various parts of the

county.

Work of reconstruction has already

begun. A lift is to be installed. Wheel—

chair ramps are to replace steps. All

the usual adpatations will have to be

made.

Target figure to cover the cost of

these plans is £20,000. About £6,000

has been raised since last September,

the Fete on 17th June bringing in

around £900. A County Ball is to be

held in October. The people of

Cheshire have been really generous,

and we are extremely grateful.

It is hoped to open the ground floor

with six residents in September. A

Matron has been appointed, with

other stafi'.

 

Holehird, Lake District

July lst, 196], was a memorable day in

the history of Holehird, the Lake

District Cheshire Home. On that day

“the book of Holehird was opened at

page I, chapterl”, to quote the words

of the Chairman, Dr. S. M. Musgrave.

Skies alasl were grey and a slight

drizzle obscured any view of the

mountains, but inside the guests

(some hundreds of them) were warmly

welcomed by Dr. Musgrave and Mrs.

Fisher, Chairman of the House Com-

mittee, then regaled with coffee, and

invited to stroll through the flower-

bedecked rooms on the ground floor.

Two patients, already in residence,

greeted relatives who, with many

others, had made long journeys in

order to be present on this important

occasion.

The opening ceremony was per-

formed outside, where Dr. Musgrave

introduced Lord St. Oswald, President

of the Northern Committee. “As

from today”, he said, “we think more

exclusively of the patients coming to

us, who, the moment they arrive, will

no longer be patients, but members of

their own household. They will take

whatever part they can, or would like

to, in the organisation ofthe Home and

its various activities."

Lord St. Oswald’s speech was brief

and to the point. He congratulated the

committee on arousing so much in-

terest in and support for this Home.

He reminded his hearers that this was

tremendously rewarding work, and

added: "We are doing something for

those who have had appalling fortune,

but who will not give in. The ones

determined to go on and carry out

that courageous purpose are the ones

for Cheshire Homes. Nothing we can

do for them is too much.”

He then cut the ribbon stretched

across the doorway and declared the

Home open. “I wish you very great

fortune”, he said, “I know it will give

you great pleasure to play your part in

this Home, and I congratulate you on

the very fine and encouraging start you

have made".

The handing over of a cheque for

£300 by the Whitehaven Support

Group was a happy gesture which

rounded off the ceremony.
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Holehird, Windermere

 

  

  

    

 

 
Photo: [a Askew, Keswick

Opening Day, July lst. The camera catches (from left to right) Mr. J.

Braithwaite, Vice-Chairman, and Dr. S. Musgrave, Chairman,

Management Committee; Lord St. Oswald, Chairman, Northern

, Committee; Miss Marvin, Matron (pro tem); Mrs. Fisher, Chairman,

House Committee.
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A glimpse of the Editor

The Man

in the

Long chair

 

“Frank Spathw—Editor of The Cheshire Smile ?~Oh, yes, he’s the

man in the long chair in the hall—

How many times have we residents I

at Le Court said as much to enquirers

after our Editor, and how little

thought have we given to the formula!

At last we have the opportunity to

look at “the man in the long chair“,

to see a little of the character there, and

perhaps to catch a glimpse of the

hopes and aspirations still unfulfilled

in him and in his work.

Frank was born in Westminster in

1917, the elder son of Leonard and

Florence Spath. Of his mother we

know little, possibly because she lived

a life eclipsed by the brilliance of her

husband. Leonard Spath was if any«

thing more of a mystery than his wife.

A brilliant geologist, numbered among

the few outstanding names in that

sphere, and elevated to Fellowship of

the Royal Society in 1941, he lived a

hidden, undemonstrative life, saddened

with domestic sorrows and the death

of his wife.

Frank’s childhood was normal,

happy, uneventful—spent with his

younger brother whom he used to bully

unmercifully. There were no out-

standing hobbies or achievements;

scholarship was average, with a bent to

scientific subjects, but before school

certificate standard was reached ill—

health had dealt its first blow. The

first fevers and pains of rheumatoid
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he’s always there l"

arthritis were dismissed peremptorily

by the local doctors, and Frank, after

a few weeks in bed, struggled pain-

fully and heroically to school, attempt-

ing to continue his studies. Games

were out of the question; the mere

effort of getting about was daunting.

Who knows what thoughts and con-

clusions passed through the mind of a

young lad of sixteen in such a plight?

The illness took its toll, not only of

Frank’s physical ability, but of the

mental resources of the whole family

faced with such a calamity. Hospital-

sation, research, immobilisation in

plaster, treatment, failure, were

followed by periods of disillusionment

in the medical profession, searching

after other cures, help from osteopaths

and still the relentless fever advanced

and movement was eliminated for ever.

Throughout the war Frank was

nursed at home, now in Earl’s Court,

where he lay in a basement listening

to the bombs, the ack-ack, and the all

too familiar sounds of the Battle of

Britain. All that he could do was to

read, and that he did voraciously and

with unusual retentiveness. He read

books and papers on every conceivable

subject, storing a fund of information

in his mind, at the same time

assembling cuttings and articles on
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significant subjects. Frank was find-

ing his purpose and object in living.

The turning point in Frank Spath's

life seems to have been the visit of the

curate of his parish church some time

after the death of his mother. A

childhood of atheism, followed by a

youth crowned with severe and crip-

pling disability developed into a

young manhood of searching after the

truth and the purpose of existence.

From this visit there developed

strong friendships and a deep study

into Christianity. Frank’s baptism

into the Church of England, followed

by his Confirmation, were the founda-

tion of his life’s work of searching into,

writing about, and helping others in

the sphere of Christian living.

This life‘s work will, we hope, one

day be available to all in the shape of

a book into which has gone all the

thoughts, the gropings and the read-

ings on so many subjects, of this life of

physical inactivity, but vital mental

activity.

 

1947 saw Frank in hospital again,

undergoing a long series of ortho-

paedic operations in an attempt to

mobilise his fixed joints. Drastic

surgery, each attempt followed by

relentless physiotherapy to retain what

movement had been gained, lasted over

a period of two years. And the results

of all this tireless work by surgeons,

nurses and Frank himself? lin-

mobility!—but one small gain, of no

small importance, resulted in that the

left arm was repositioned so that he

could feed himself once again.

Frank came to Le Court in 1955,

after spending two weeks on holiday

in the old house some fifteen months

previously. That memorable two

weeks impressed him mainly by the

freedom of the whole place—that

freedom to live and be a whole person

that is so sadly missing in our hos-

pitals and institutions. Domestic

affairs at Le Court were in a state of

change when Frank first came as a

permanent resident, and within two

months of his arrival he was elected

 

Photo: Norman Rogers

The Editorial Team, with (centre) Marion Thorlby, Secretary;

(right) Paul Hunt, Treasurer.
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Chairman of the Patients’ Welfare

Committee. An uneviable position to

be in! But he continued in that oflice

for 2.} years during which time it may

be fairly said that Le Court gained in

stability and maturity while Frank

gained in experience and diplomacy!

In the meantime, The Cheshire

Smile, the editorship of which Frank

took over on the death of Sydney

Radford in 1956, had grown to a

circulation of thousands. At last, the

demands it made forced Frank to

resign the Chairmanship of the

Patients’ Welfare Committee in order

to devote more time to it and to his

own writings.

Perhaps it is the great work that

Frank has done as editor of The

Cheshire Smile that effects us all most

deeply. The circulation of 700 has

increased to 7,000. and the far-

reaching efiects of this remarkable

magazine and mouthpiece of the

Cheshire Homes cannot really be

estimated. What will its future be?

How will it develop next? Doubtless

Frank‘s mind is not empty of ideas,

but one thing is certain: The Cheshire

Smile, undet the sagacious guidance of

its editor, has widened the horizons

and btoadened the outlook of 1esi-

dents and staffin Cheshire Homes all

over the world. Through it, more than

through any other organ, disabled

people are able to speak and to be

recognised as vital reasonable persons

with much to offer to the community

and indeed to the world.

Frank puts the question: “What

part have we to play in the community

as a whole; what is our vocation as

disabled in the world today?” But

does not The Cheshire Smile go quite

a long way in giving the answer?

R.B.C.
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West Midland Home

The Matron for this Home has now

been appointed. We have been fortu-

nate in obtaining for this position a

highly qualified S.R.N. who has been

for the past ten years Matron of a

large hospital in Wolverhampton, a

post that she is leaving to join us.

This lady has been actively connected

with the West Midland project for

about three years, as a hard working

Vice-Chairman of one of our fund-

raising groups and an active member

of the Building Committee. She is

dedicated to Cheshire Homes and

wishes to devote the remaining years of

her nursing career to the welfare and

development of this Home.

We wish her every success.

 

Coomb, Llanstephan, Carmarthen

The most important recent event was

our official Opening Day on Thursday,

8th June. The Home was declared

open by Sir Grismond Philipps, the

Lord Lieutenant of Carmarthenshire,

and also our President.

There was one regret~that the

Welsh boy who inspired the project

was not present. Rodney Lewis had

spent several holidays in Cheshire

Homes in England, and it was he who

led Mr. and Mrs. Shingleton—Smith to

conceive the idea of opening a Home

in Wales. Rodney died before he

could benefit from the Welsh Home

but, as the official history of Coomb

recalls, "He helped many as he

passed along, so his living has not

been in vain".

Students of the University Colleges

of Wales were the first to be

approached by Mr. and Mrs. Shingle-

ton-Smith in their campaign for a

Cheshire Home in Wales. The students

responded magnificently by raising

£5,500.

With a loan of £3,000 from the

Cheshire Foundation, Coomb was

purchased following a visit to Car-

marthen by the founder of the Cheshire

Home movement, Group Captain

Leonard Cheshire, v.C. This was in

September 1959 and, by the following

February, plans for renovating and

converting the mansion into a home

were ready. The home is being

developed in stages and there are

already 32 residents.

In his speech, Group Captain

Cheshire said, “For a long time I have

been particularly interested in finding

a group of helpers who would start not

a home but a community. There are

many people in different forms of

need. They are all individuals who

have their own likes and needs and

 

don’t want to be treated in the same

way.”

Group Captain Cheshire went on to

say that in North India his wife and

himself were trying to build a village

home and had already had the first

hundred people in. The idea was that

they form one village or family so that

they could help each other and found

a Home for a great variety of people.

The local committee at Coomb were

the first committee the Cheshire

Home movement had met in l2 years

that wanted to do something of that

sort.

“This lovely house and estate will

be built into a community of people

so that they can help each other. I

want to give a special word of thanks

to you for being the first in the British

Isles to put that system into operation.

I hope it will start others throughout

England, Scotland and Ireland and

also other parts of Wales to follow

your example.”

Fifteen members of the International

Voluntary Service spent six weeks at

Coomb in the spring, doing a variety

of jobs, such as painting. gardening,

etc. The Home was brightened up

considerably as a result. They were a

grand crowd of boys and girls, and

exceedingly good to our residents.

We have been honoured by visits

from Lady Megan Lloyd George, M.P.

for Carmarthen, Mr. Justice Edmund

Davies, and His Honour Judge Rowe

Harding. »

The local clergy and ministers have

conducted Services in the Hall regu-

larly every Sunday afternoon, and

Holy Communion is administered

every fourth Sunday by the Vicar of

the Parish (Rev. A. J. Jones).
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Garden Party at Abergavenny

When it comes to supporting the idea

of a Cheshire Home in Wales, the

people of Monmouthshire leave no

doubt as to their allegiance to the

principality. There was ample proo‘f

of this on June 7th, when G.C. opened

a Garden Party at Abergavenny. Mr.

G. Wishart Hoare, r.R.C.s., and Mrs.

Hoare very generously allowed the use

of their charming grounds at Hill

Court, and the occasion was organised

by the local Rotarians. The weather

was kind, so that the attendance was

excellent. Stalls of all sorts were

organised by various organisations,

not only from our county, but from as

far afield as Llandrindod Wells.

How gratifying it was to see young

people entering into the effort. Young

Farmers, Scouts, Pony Club members

—all did their share towards the

success of the Garden Party.

The organisers are to be congratu-

lated on the result, which brought in

over £500 for the Homes in Wales.

-—————_

Cann House, Devon

The highlight this summer for the

residents at Cann House has been the

visit to St. Teresa’s.

Just before the Devonport Field

Gun’s Crew went off early in June to

compete at Olympia they entertained

some of the residents at the Royal

Naval Barracks to tea and to witness a

run of the team. It was during this

run that the team broke their home

course record and were sure that it was

the influence of the “'Cannites” and

promptly tried to arrange for them all

to go to Olympia. This proved im-

practicable and in fact the trip to St.

Teresa‘s was the sequel.

On 8th July a “Thank You”

Garden Party was given to all those

people who helped with the collec-

tions in Cheshire Week and who have

subscribed or voluntarily worked for

the preparation of the Home. Some

500 attended the Party on a rather dull

day but this did not affect the friendly

and enjoyable spirit which prevailed.

This was not a moneymaking effort

but the residents manned stalls and

side shows which were included to add

to the amusement. The stalls were

confined to residents” own work with

a few additions of surplus gifts for

which a use could not be found in Cann

House. In this way it was possible to

defray expenses of the Party.

CAPT. H. HAROLD (Secretary).

On Saturday, 17th June, Cann

House was a hive of activity; from an

early hour everyone was busy pre-

paring for the day‘s outing to “St.

Teresa’s" in Cornwall. At 9 am. the

bus arrived, the rear door was opened

and the ramp placed in position.

Then began the loading of the resi-

dents in wheelchairs, each chair

being made secure to avoid sliding

while the bus was in motion. By

9.30 everyone was aboard and off we

went followed by two residents in

Captain Harold’s car, two more in

Mr. G. Martin’s, and one with Mr.

Hoggan.

It was a very cloudy day with a

little drizzle but this did not dampen

the spirits of the residents. We went

into Plymouth and crossed the river

by ferry to Tor Point. Then we hit the

trail to St. Teresa’s, passing through

Liskeard and on to Bodmin where we

stopped for refreshments. And then

on again, by-passing Redruth and

going through Hayle and Crowlas.

We arrived at about 1.30 pm.

Some of the staff were outside to greet

us, and we sure did get a good wel~

come from all the residents. Cliff and

Edwin were at St. Teresa’s for a

number of years so for them it was

meeting their old friends again, while

the rest were touring the building,

viewing both chapels and the radio

room which they found very in—

teresting indeed. At 3.30 we all had

tea together, and started on the return

journey just before 6. We arrived at

Cann House at 9.45 and had supper

and retired to bed after a very en-

joyable day that will always be

remembered E].W.

 
 



 

 

 

 

Hawthorn Lodge, Dorset

June 3rd was a wonderful day for us

when Group Captain Cheshire paid

us a visit and opened our Garden

Fete. The weather was ideal, and

business was brisk due to the good

attendance of visitors. The Home was

open, and those who toured it were

much impressed with our work. The

Group Captain stayed until Monday,

and we all enjoyed his company and

his humour. Some of the staff are

still wondering—who ate the lobster?

We have nineteen children in

residence, and have had an outbreak of

measles amongst them (seven cases so

far). Had it not been for this our

family would have been twenty—three

by August. Some children would have

stayed for two-four weeks during the

holiday period. Fortunately most will

be accommodated elsewhere. Appli-

cations still exceed vacancies—recently

there were seven applications in one

day.

Repairs and installations are going

well, The children’s bathroom now

has two sitting baths, small w.c's and

wash basins. The laundry has been re-

organised—extra sinks, a sluice, and a

Keymatic washing machine have been

installed. The washing machine was a

gift, and is a great help with our never-

ending piles of washing.

As a result of a memorial fund for

Mr. T. M. lllingworth, we have been

able to fence olfthe lawn. The children

can now play more freely. During one

or two very hot days recently we had

our two paddling pools out. Who

enjoyed it mosh-children or staff?

A county house-to-house collection

and flag day was held for us from July

10th to 15th. The final figure is not

known yet, but returns so far have

been quite good.

 

Mayfield House, Edinburgh

One day early in May, while taking

advantage of a brief sunny period by

sitting outside, we were pleasantly

surprised by a short visit from G.C‘s

parents, Dr. and Mrs. Cheshire.

At a ceremony in the house on

June 6th, a cheque for more than £900

was handed over by Mr. Ray Tod, a

member of the Scottish Rugby Union.

The cheque represented the proceeds

from a seven»a-side rugby tournament

held at Murrayfield in April, and was

accepted on behalf of the Home by

Mr. J. Roger Orr, our Chairman.

We have fewer entertainments at

this time of year, though we still enjoy

ourselves. One evening in June we

were given a “proper Scottish even-

ing”, with the Pipes and Drums,

Royal Signals (T.A.) performing on

the lawn, aided and abetted by a fine

display of Highland dancing from a

group of charming young ladies.

A path was laid recently from the

front door ramp to the auditorium

and occupational therapy room, thus

making these places more easily

accessable for wheel—chair cases.

Despite holidays among the workers,

no appreciable decrease in production

is noticed in the O.T. line. Johnny

now devotes less time to horses and

more to his rug, which is apt to make

one think of Joseph‘s coat and which

steadily advances towards completion.

We are shortly expecting a visit

from G.C. and we are all looking

forward to it. BERNARD (Resident).

 

G.C. visits Mayfield

We were all delighted to have the Group Captain visiting us again

in July, and hope that he enjoyed, as much as we did, mingling with

the throng of folk who were invited to meet him at a sherry and

soft drink party. The Lord and Lady Provost of Edinburgh also

honoured us on this occasion and shewed great interest in the Home

and all the residents.

(A letter from Bernard McLaughlin appears on page 51)
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St. Bridget’s, Sussex

A report has been written on Family

Day but 1 would like to say how

happy we were to meet old and new

friends. It was a pleasure to have Mrs.

Ryder and kind of her to make the

long journey.

As always we thoroughly enjoyed

having G.C. for a short stay.

We have welcomed to the family

Peggy Hazel and David Baker, and

enjoyed having with us Myles Corri-

gan, Betty Bassett and Denis Martin

on holiday.

Tom Boon spent a happy holiday at

Cann House and we liked very much

Terence McManus who came from

there. Willum has gone to St. Cecila’s

for a short stay and in his place we

have Wilfrid Dispaine who is getting

on well with the family.

The family have spent several happy

evenings when taken out in cars by the

Round Table and Rotary Club—

both of Littlehampton~to see the

  

delights of the countryside and sample

the refreshments of ye olde country

pubs. These evenings are fun and so

much enjoyed. One glorious afternoon

the West Worthing Rotary took us all

out again in cars on routes of our

choice and then we met by the River

Arun for tea. A most pleasant way of

spending an afternoon.

The Rifers Youth Club are a jolly

crowd and we look forward to their

visits. They tackle all sorts of jobs

with a will.

To all those who work so hard to

make our Jumble Sales a success we

are grateful.

Some of the family are looking

forward to going to the Bring and

Buy sale organised by Mrs. Lawrence

and Mrs. Deacon on the 26th July

and, of course, to the Horse Show

held on the 12th August, which is

organised by a very hard working

committee. H. M. ELuorr.

 

.
Photo : 'Littlehampton Gazette

At Family Day. Miss Betty Bassett and

Sister Marie Anne Bezencon, camera

ready, watch the arrival of guests.
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Hovendlen House

Country House, was given to the Cheshire Foundation by the

HOVENDEN HOUSE, built in the tradition of the smaller English

children of the late Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Worth in memory of

their parents. The house has a very lovely garden designed and

made by the late Mr. Worth.

As a Cheshire Home it really began

in reverse. It was a house presented

to the community not, as is usual, a

body of people imbued with the idea of

starting a Home in search of a house.

In May of 1957, a headline appeared

in the local paper announcing that the

house was to become a Cheshire

Home, and a follow-up article gave a

short resume of the Cheshire Founda-

tion, However, by the end of the

month the Group Captain had

appointed a Chairman and a Com-

mittee. An advance party of three

from Headquarters was installed.

By now, the news and the idea of the

Home was getting known, and before

long offers of help began to come in.

This stream of offers of all kinds

started to turn a literally empty

house into a home.

At this stage there was no money,

but that also started to come, in gifts

large and small. The Home started to

live, although it was certainly from

day to day.

In July l957, the Home was opened

with one downstairs bedroom and two

male patients, a matron and one

nurse, a cook and two domestic
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helpers. The needs of paramount

importance at that time were a lift to

enable the second floor to be used, and

a new sewerage system.

At the opening ceremony the

Founder spoke, and also Lord Den-

ning. Our first Chairman, the late

Captain A. H. Clark, appealed for

help with these two pressing needs.

Before that day was over the Rotary

Club of Spalding had promised help.

They initiated an appeal throughout

the country, which resulted in sufiicient

money being raised to buy and install

a lift. At this time too, local firms

indicated that they would do neces—

sary work and wait for payment until

the money was forthcoming. So the

sewerage scheme got under way.

In 1958 the first Garden Fete was

held and is now an annual event.

Gradually things began to take shape,

more patients were taken in, both men

and women. A women’s bedroom was

opened with three patients before

Christmas. From then on the Home

has prospered.

Today the Home has twenty-five

patients. Various necessary altera-

tions have been completed and are

paid for and a generous loan from the

Trustees has been repaid. There are

now four women’s bedrooms and two

for men. The British Legion bedroom

was decorated, furnished, and is

maintained by Branches of the Legion

all over the county. The Boston

W.V.S. have also adopted a two-bed

women’s room, which they have

furnished and also maintain.

Handicrafts play a very important

part in the lives of the patients. They

run their own handicraft fund, and

have a system of payment for the

goods they sell in which the cost and a

percentage of profit is returned to the

fund, and the workers receive a per-

centage for themselves.

A Holland County Council handi-

craft teacher visits the Home one day a

week, and a voluntary handicraft

helper also visits the Home one or two

afternoons a week.

Patients who can do so, also give

help with household jobs and clerical

help in the ofifice. The patients’

committee manage the amenity fund,

which pays for outings and also

subscribes towards the payment for

the petrol used by the bus, and any

other project they wish to help or

support. They run their own shop

which is a thriving source of income.   39

     
Through the efforts of Sir Herbert

Butcher, our MP, in approaching

Sir Henry Price, the latter donated an

ambulance to the Home in 1960. The

bus (by which name the ambulance

is known) has seating accommodation

for fourteen patients, and their

chairs.

Two notable occasions this year

made possible by the bus were first a

visit to Sandringham to watch the

Royal Family come out of church,

when Her Majesty the Queen with

H.R.H, Prince Philip and Queen

Elizabeth the Queen Mother all came

over and chatted to the patients and

staff. The second event was a visit for

the football enthusiasts to the

Nottingham Football Ground to

watch Nottingham Forest play Black-

pool on March llth.

Physio-therapy treatment is given to

patients twice a week under the

direction of a fully qualified physio-

therapist, and the committee have

purchased equipment to enable more

advanced treatment to be given. The

immediate project of the committee is

the addition to the house of a physio—

therapy treatment room and a large

occupational therapy room for work of

all kinds.

The Management Committee meets

once a month, as do the various sub-

committees. The General Committee

formed of delegates from the Groups

of “Friends of Hovenden" all over the

county is under the Chairmanship of

Mrs. Stanton of Grimsby, and this

committee is concerned entirely with

fund raising and publicity.

The administration and Welfare

side of the Home is under the care

of a House«$ister, who is not a

trained nurse, but has had nursing

experience. The medical side is in

charge of three S.R.N’s assisted by

untrained nursing orderlies, one male

orderly and a night orderly. Eight

domestic stafi, one handyman-gardener

and one gardener complete the staff.

Four years and three months after

the opening, the Home is full, with

fourteen female and eleven male

patients. Visitors are welcome at any

time, and during the summer many

parties from the various Groups of

Friends of Hovenden come to visit.

Local friends of the patients pay

regular calls, and I think it would be

true to say that Hovenden as a

Cheshire Home is becoming part of

the Lincolnshire landscape. M.C



 

 

  

Hovenden—~Latest News

As usual, our Fete was blessed with a

fine and sunny day, though, this year,

the sun rather overdid it and everyone

felt rather exhausted afterwards. with

the intense heat and the excitement.

Apart from 01.11 opener Lord

Worsley, we had the Group Captain

with us. He came to "unveil” a

commemorative plaque which13 to be

incorporated in the new occupational-

therapy room. Work on this should

start in the near future and, if all goes

well, the building should be completed

just after Christmas.

The bus has been working over-

time and advantage has been taken of

the hot spell to have picnics by the sea,

garden parties in our t‘riends' homes,

and a visit to the Long Sutton Show

where the patients were given VIP.

treatment thanks to our good friend

Mr. Anderson. Another highlight was

the visit paid to the Fete at the

Nottingham Home and everyone was

interested to see another Home and to

be able to wish it God-speed.

 

Summer time is always fun as we

have so many visitors coming to see

over the Home and also there is the

pleasure of having holiday patients.

The secretary has a perpetual night-

mare that, owing to over-zeal, she may

fill one vacant bed with three visiting

patients. So far this disaster has not

happened and the pleasure of having

these visitors far outweighs the worry.

Emily has gone to St. Cecilia's for

two weeks and is enjoying the Change,

but will, we hope, be glad to be home

again.

Owing to the success of the Coffee

Morning of the Long Sutton Friends of

Hovenden we have been able to

acquire two special hospital beds and

therefore take two more patients.

Another kind peISon has given the

money (anonymously) for anothe1

special bed so we are looking forward

to having another man in our sick bay,

making our total complement twenty-

eight.

MRS. R. M. M. READ (Secretary)
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BIG PIECES
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* Harry Tudor of Ampthill Park

Cheshire Home is an amateur photo-

grapher. He is wondering whether an

exchange of prints can be arranged

between the Homes. These prints

would in the main show aspects of day—

to-day life in our various communities,

but need not be necessarily restricted

to that theme. It is intended that this

should provide another link between

the individual units in the Cheshire

family.

* One of our regular readers, who is

a teacher and herself disabled, has

offered to write to any resident in one

of the Cheshire Homes, whether or not

he or she can reply. Our generous

friend is Miss Sylvia P. Neville, of 937

Ecclesall Road, Sheffield 11, York-

shire. So if any of you want to start a

correspondence, or even if you don"t

want to write at all yourself, but feel

a bit lonely and would appreciate a

letter now and again, we suggest you

get in touch with Miss Neville.

 



   

The Gala was again held at Royton,

and was a great success, raising £984.

The Teenage Dance was a sell-out, and

was much enjoyed. Our thanks go to

everyone who helped.

The contract has been signed for the

extensions to the dining room, kitchens

and therapy block. The total cost of

these will be around £16,500. We now

have between £9,000 and £10,000 in

hand and, thanks to the generosity of

the builder we have twelve months in

which to raise the outstanding sum,

Work is commencing in July and it is

hoped the building will be ready for

occupation in about ten months' time.

All arrangements have been made

for the ceremony of cutting the first

turf by Group Captain Cheshire, and

the architects are presenting him with

a perspective drawing of the extensions

for his collection of mementos of

various Homes.

A happy picture of Grace 
On June 18th ten patients and some

of the staff had a most enjoyable visit

to Stoneyhurst College. They were

transported to and from the College

in the school bus. and were entertained

by the stafi" and boys at the school.

Everyone enjoyed this visit very much.

Wedding Bells rang at Littleborough

on the 25th March, for Grace Jones

who has been resident at Honresfeld

since 1959.

Grace met her husband. Harry

Saville, when he came to the Home as

a good samaritan to take the patients

out in his car.

They are now living in a bungalow

that Harry has had converted for

Grace’s wheel—chair.

May we wish these two courageous

people long life and very much

happiness.



 

   

WHITE WINDOWS OUTING

Elephants

and Ham Salad

BY LOUIS BATTYE

 

chester rain was doing its Test-Match-ruining worst. We caught glimpses

g 5 our coach turned into the main entrance of Belle Vue, the famous Man-

of deserted lawns and trees, a pen containing a few intelligent-looking

storks, an elephant with two or three‘small, hardy children on its back, some

oddly shaped buildings, and a sign which said TO THE 200.

I was one of the first out of the

coach. The rain tumbled efl‘ortlessly

from an evil sky, and I wondered

gloomily how long (or rather how

soon) it would be before I was soaked.

As the others emerged, they obviously

began to have similar thoughts.

Fortunately opposite our point of dis-

embarkation was the Crystal Bar, and

we made for it in a body.

We stayed there for an hour. Then

tea having been brought forward half-

an-hour, at ten to four we went along

the connecting passage to the restaur~

ant next door. Seated at long tables

we champed our way through plaice

and chips or ham salad, plus thick

triangles of bread covered by a

delicate film of margarine, trifle, and

cups of strong walnut-coloured tea.

Then, after putting on every item of

protective clothing we had brought

with us, we went outside. It was still

raining, but we had come to enjoy

ourselves and by now we were in no

mood to heed the threat of pneumonia.

Splitting up, we scattered.

Lions and Tigers

The nearest shelter appeared to be

the Lion and Tiger House, and my

escort propelled me towards it at a

brisk speed. Here, in pitifully small

cages, these beautiful and terrible

creatures were displayed for the

delectation of the public. In the first

cage a superb tigress reclined

graciously, like an expensive courtesan.

I looked at her and thought of Blake.

She looked at me and just thought. In

the next cage was that strange hybrid,

the tigon, pacing up and down

 

restlessly. Next was a magnificent

lion, looking every inch a king. He,

too, paced up and down his tiny cage

with an air of desperate determination:

four strides forward, turn, four strides

back, turn . . . Saddened, we moved

on.

There were several smaller cats in

this house~cheetahs, leopards and the

like. There were also tropical birds

with improbable bills and Fauvist

colouring. But I was still thinking of

that lion.

Another mad dash through the rain

and we were in the Elephant House.

Here were two large, ancient and

rather obscene-looking Indian ele-

phants, dove-grey in colour, with thin

flaccid trunks and pink triangular

mouths. They blinked at us withtheir

small, weary eyes, like very old men.

Their keeper was shackling them for

the night, and at his command they

resignedly held out their feet for the

chains. It was almost as sad as the

lion, though in a different way.

The Monkey House

Next the Monkey House. No sad-

ness here, at least on the surface. For

one thing the dimensions of captivity

were more reasonable. And for

another, monkeys are too like small

eccentric parodies of ourselves to be

anything but funny. We laugh at them

to hide our secret discomfiture.

“There but for the Grace of Evolu-

tion . . . ” The small apes were less

hilarious, sitting quietly in their cages

and surveying us critically, inhibiting

laughter.
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Before we left each house my inde-

fatigable and enterprising escort did a

quick “recce” ofthe locality to find the

next. After the small apes we appeared

to have exhausted all the accessible

covered fauna in the vicinity, but the

rain now slackening to a steady

drizzle, we decided to defy it and go in

search of any that might be uncovered.

Very soon we found a hippopotamus

swimming about in a sort of concrete

bath, like a miniature brown sub-

marine. Once it surfaced and opened

its enormous mouth to an unbelievable

extent, displaying a fantastic array of

teeth and a flat pink tongue. We also

found a collection of penguins in a

railed—off enclosure, most of them

standing stock-still in strange heraldic

attitudes, like children playing

   
"Statues”. But that was about all we

did find. Glancing wistfully at what on

a fine day must be quite pleasant

parkland, we made for the fun-fair.

We passed the bingo stall, the rifle-

range, the coconut-shy, the candy-

floss stall, the Big Dipper and some-

thing called Shooting the Rapids. It

still drizzled.

“A hard drink . . .”

At length my escort asked me if I

wanted anything. A drink, I told him.

“A soft drink?” "A hard drink”, I

said grimly, beginning to feel very

cold and damp. And we made rapidly

for the nearest licensed premises,

where for the next quarter of an hour

we defied the weather and everything

(Continued on next page)

 

The Mayor Visits Alan Croft

A special visitor for 22-year-old Alan

Croft, who is a patient at the Sowerby

Bridge Cheshire Home, was the Mayor

of Barnsley, Ald. W. Gill. The Mayor

made the goodwill journey to Sowerby

to see Alan who, although paralysed

and cannot move at all, has impressed

his fellow patients with his patience

 

Photo : ‘Barnsley Chronicle'

and cheerfulness. The Mayor heard

of his courage and decided to pay him

an official visit.

Our picture shows (from left to

right) Alan‘s father, White Windows’

Matron, Alan‘s mother and the

Mayor of Barnsley, with Alan in front.



   

else with the help of that sublime

liquid for which the Highlands of

Scotland shall ever be blessed.

By now it was time to think about

assembling for the return journey, and

we made our way back through the

drizzle to our coach where we awaited

the arrival of the others. They turned

up in dribs and drabs, many wearing

cowboy hats and chewing o1 sucking a

variety ot confectionery.

Arriving at White Windows we

were asked by those who had stayed

at home how we had enjoyed it.

Fine” we said; “though not the

weather~it rained all the time”.

“Yes", they said, “it‘s rained here,

too . .

 

Athol House, Dulwich

Athol House, the London Cheshire

Home at Dulwich, is six months old at

the time of writing, and twelve of the

full quota of twenty—four residents

have arrived. Being still in our infancy

we learn continually by our successes

as well as our failures.

With a timetable to follow which

ensures a fair division of jobs accord-

ng to each one’s ability, we do what

we can towards the running of the

housefidomestic work as we should be

doing in our own homes, and occu-

pational therapy when saleable articles

are made. On the domestic side meals

are prepared, laid and washed up;

sweeping, dusting and laundry work

are done, too. Tommy mans the

telephone switchboard, and Norman

runs the greenhouse, which now has a

fine show of flowers, and cactus

gardens. Then there is typing, a shop

to manage, and a library of over five

hundred books given by generous

people. Sometimes work is taken in,

such as typing, which brings in a small

sum of money. In the occupational

therapy room lamp shades, stools and

serviettes are among the things we

make, and a physiotherapy class is

held weekly.

In order to try to organise our life

as far as possible, a Residents’ Com-

mittee has been formed, with a

periodic election of chairman and

deputy. Entertainments, activities and

and a code of life are discussed, and

because we try to govern ourselves, we

are accorded privileges which would

otherwise be impossible. Outings to

Brighton, Eastbourne, and to Stoke

Mandeville for the games (in which

Joan Adcock won a medal for swim-

ming) have been the highlights, and

visits to concerts and local fetes are

frequent. Kind friends take us to the

church of our choice. At home we

play table tennis, Canasta, Chess, and

have occasional parties, while play—

reading, Bible study and films take up

other evenings.

With our days so full, some of us

feel there are not enough hours in a

day to do all we want, but how much

happier we are living1n this way than

having nothing definite to do. Here if

one defaults the community suflers~

so we don‘t. It is becoming in-

creasingly clear that disabled folk have

much to offer1n a community designed

for them, as this has been thanks to

the thought, kindness and generosity of

innumerable friends both known and

unknown. All this is greatly

appreciated.

Finally, we send our warmest good

wishes to Sister Gill Lockwood (the

Occupational Therapist, who did so

much to prepare the house for the

first residents), for her marriage to

John Gingell, also a very good friend

of the Home. Sister Gill Graver will

be sadly missed here, too, and we wish

her every success as a Nursing Oficer

at the Princess Mary R.A.F. Hospital.

R.C. (Resident).

 

Alne Hall, Yorkshire

The Home was visited by Group-

Captain Cheshire towards the end of

July, and he showed us on a screen

many interesting pictures of the

Homes in India, Malaya and Israel.

At the western side of Alne Hall an

extra building has now been erected to

give more sleeping quarters.

Visits have been made this

summer to the coast and moorland,

and as usual many holiday pat1ents

joined the excursions.

P. ROBSON (Resident).
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“That I Might Know Him”

 

  
By Dorothy Cooper, S.R.N., S.C.M.. H.V.

(a disabled resident at Alne Hall)

Reproduced from “Wider Horizons" by kind permission of the Editor

Do you know Him? How do you

know Him? What does He mean to

you? One way of getting to know

your Heavenly Father is by prayer,

the more it costs the more you get to

know Him.

When I was in the nursing pro-

fession in hospital, we had a mother

whose baby was not expected to live.

Born by operation, "Caesarean Sec-

tion”, it, or rather she, was very badly

wanted.

She lost weight continuously until

at three weeks she was less than half

her birth-weight; anaemic, jaundiced,

oedematus; five blood transfusions;

given continuous oxygen, yet some-

how she still survived. The surgeon, a

gynaecologist, decided to tell the

mother she could not possibly live; he

was not a Christian. I thought that 1

would see the mother too, she would

be very upset. The mother was in a

single-bedded ward, I went totsee her.

She was very upset, I said to her,

There is one thing you can always

try, prayer".

She replied “That baby is sur-

rounded by prayer; my husband and I

are praying for her, my mother and

father are and lots of others". Then

she said, "My mother says when I

pray I have to tell our Heavenly

Father that He' knows all about Lyn

and understands. He is her Heavenly

Father and cares and loves her.

Should He take her to live with Him

l will try not to be bitter but thank

Him. I’ve tried to tell him that. I’ve

also tried to tell Him that I love her

and how much I want her, if He

allows her to stay with me I will try to

bring her up in His service.”

That night the baby took her first

feed by bottle since birth. She had

always been fed oesophagally (by

tube), too feeble to suck. The next

morning she had gained half-an-ounce

and we in the nursery danced! I

thought of her confessing her faith

and wondered. Yes, the progress went

on.

A few days later the surgeon who

did the operation said, ”This baby has

no business to be alive". The Chil—

dren’s Hospital specialist who had

seen her at birth said, “This baby is a

living miracle”.

Her progress continued, her colour

improved, her weight improved, she

was finally discharged home, a wonder

baby. She came to Out-patients,

everyone took notice, she was wonder-

ful!

 

Heatherley, Sussex

There are thirteen residents here at the

moment, and more are following at a

later date. What a day May 1st

proved to be; Heatherley, our new

home, was ready to receive us. We

were welcomed like V.I.P’s by the

Management Committee and friends.

Indeed we lost count of the number of

times our photographs were taken and

our life stories recorded.

Our first glimpse of Heatherley was

of a large brick-built house with

white-framed windows and mellow

creeper-covered walls. When we

arrived inside the house which was full

of beautifully arranged flowers, we

were met by ladies and gentlemen who

introduced themselves and made us

feel at home straight away. After a

welcome cup of tea, sandwiches and

cake, we were shown to our rooms.

These are delightful—large and sunny;

we share with other residents The

rooms look out on to green lawns and

beautiful trees4ark pine glorious

copper beech and stately fir, not to

mention rhododendron bushes ablaze

with colour. Every day we have met

new helpers and friends, each with a

cheery smile and helping hand

On the first Sunday of our arrival

the inauguration service of Blessing

the House was held. This was most

moving, and every room was blessed,

as also were the grounds.



   

The thirteen residents have settled

down, and the house has a cheerful

happy atmosphere. This feeling ofwell-

being is helped by the fact that we

have a first-class cook, and her meals

are a delight to all of us. We have our

hobbiesipainting, embroidery, jewel-

lery making, typing, writing, ete.,

which take place in “The Retreat"—

our little Occupational Therapy hut.

We have a social evening every

Wednesday—film shows, play reading

lectures, music, etc. We have television

in every room, which is marvellous.

It is our home, thanks to the very

marvellous people who have made it

so.

We have also enjoyed outings to

fetes, a Donkey Derby, garden parties,

and a pageant given by the girls at a

local convent.

Our great day was June 24th, the

official opening day. Group Captain

Cheshire spent the day with us which

was in itself a thrill. All the morning,

and indeed all the week before,

Heatherley was a hive of industry with

stalls being erected and flags and

bunting hung. On the 24th the sun

beat down out of an azure blue sky,

glinting and winking on the throngs of

people.

Group Captain Cheshire and Mrs.

Farrell, our Chairman, each gave a

wonderful speech and declared this

lovely home of ours officially open.

1 would just like to say that my sister

and I were lucky enough to go up in a

helicopter (I won the trip as a prize in a

lucky programme contest). It was such

a thrill. I could go on writing about the

events of this wonderfully happy day

but space won't permit.

It is planned to extend the present

building to accommodate twenty-

three more friends. We are all eagerly

awaiting the commencement of this

further new enterprise, and we hope to

watch Heatherley grow brick by

brick.

I’ll end by saying, thank you all you

wonderful people who have given us

Heatherleyaour Home.

DAPHNE (Resident).

 

St. Cecilia’s

Since the last issue, all our efforts have

been directed towards the annual

Fete at St. Cecilia‘s, which took place

on Saturday the 8th July. We had

great prospects of a fine day, but we

were not as lucky as we might have

been. Unfortunately, the rain des-

cended on us just as the Fete was

opened, and as a result many people

who would normally have come,

stayed away. However, the scene

changed rapidly as many stalls were

transferred into the Home, and the

conducting of Bingo, Hoop—la and

White Elephant stalls, ete., in the

bedrooms, added amusement to the

occasion. Despite the poor weather,

the Fete was a considerable success,

and the Home raised just over £200.

The fact that many of the stalls were

operated of necessity inside the Home,

enabled the patients to enjoy the

occasion even more perhaps than they

would have done otherwise. It is an

ill wind!

We have enjoyed the company of

several more holiday patients, in-

cluding Miss Mills from Hovenden,

and now Willum from St. Bridget’s has

come to stay and Wilfred has gone
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down there in his place.

The South-East Regional Committee

were welcomed to their quarterly

meeting at St. Cecilia‘s on the 12th

July, and under the Chairmanship of

Sir Christopher Lighten much useful

information was exchanged.

On Sunday the 16th July we

welcomed nine Mote House patients

to tea. It was a very successful get-

together, and we think and hope that

our friends from Mote House

thoroughly enjoyed themselves. We

hope it will be only the first of many

such parties.

It is with very much regret that we

are losing Miss Cooper, our Matron,

at the end of August. She has been

with us for over two years, and we all

know how hard she has worked, and

how much she has done for the Home.

So far our efforts to persuade her to

stay in the Cheshire organisation

have failed, and she has decided she

wants to go back to mental nursing.

In thanking her for all she has done

for us at St. Cecilia’s, we all wish her

the very best of luck for the future.

R.S.W.
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Miraflores, Wimbledon

On the 8th July, heavy rain had

brought the covers over the Wimble-

don Tennis Courts, and interrupted

Finals Day play; the Garden Fair

at Miraflores House amid the same

unregarding weather prompted many

to apprehension of this annual event

being rained—ofi too. But the meteor—

ological mood relented in a whimsical

switch from wet to threatening wet,

and both tennis and Fair seized this

advantage point.

In opening the Fair, Sir Cyril

Black, M.P. for Wimbledon, empha-

sized the vital functioning of Mira—

flores House in becoming an

established forerunner of similar homes

it is generally hoped to found through-

out the country. His regard for the

individual personality was unmis-

takable in his comment that no scienti-

fic advance, however spectacular, can

mend broken homes or broken souls.

Following Sir Cyril, Group Captain

Cheshire made known his warm

attachment to Miraflores House and

related how often his wife and himself

had stayed there when visiting London.

He especially thanked the Warden,

Miss Mary Peace, for her unfiagging

work since the Home was founded

four years ago.

The opening speeches finished, Miss

Theresa Nicholson presented a charm-

ing bouquet to Lady Black.

Both the Mayor of Wimbledon, Mr.

Corbishley, and the Mayoress were

keenly interested in the affairs of the

afternoon, and mingled at length with

those in the garden.

Financially the venture resulted

better than the previous three, netting

£250; a result particularly gratifying

since this Garden Fair at Miraflores

House was the first at which the

Group Captain has been present.

J. RICHARDS (Resident).

 

Le Court, Hants

This quarter is always the most event-

ful at Le Court: in fact so eventful that

one episode crowds the next in bewil-

dering conglomeration. The big news in

May was the week at Weymouth,

organised by Peter Wade and Mrs.

Thorlby, which is reported elsewhere

in this issue. Twenty residents and as

many helpers from our army of

friends had a crammed and happy

week at Pontin‘s holiday camp.

The annual outing came a fortnight

later and was agreed to be the best so

far. Mr. Wilkins generously provided

coaches as usual, and we went on the

river from Henley to Marlow and

back. Picnic lunch in the gardens at

Henley, tea on the boat. A peaceful

excursion in the first fullness of

summer green. Sunny, too.

In June there was an incredible

number of visitors with a professional

interest, ranging from the Head

Almoners of St. Mary’s, Paddington,

and the Middlesex, to 150 members of

the National Hospital Service Reserve

from the Portsmouth area.

On July 8th the Fete, that mammoth

version of the popular English sport,

raised £1,700. Not quite the £2,000
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we’d hoped for, but what a vast

combination of effort and goodwill

goes into it. It would be impossible to

thank by name every one of the people

who helped us, in large ways and small,

but, my goodness, we’re grateful to

them and feel very humble to be the

focus of so much kindness.

GO and Sue brought young

Jeromy to see us one day and he blew

kisses in the most engaging manner.

They also brought an official of the

Polish Ministry of Health to lunch on

another occasion.

Albert flew to Vienna and Zurich for

a congress of the Mouth and Foot

Painting Artists’ Association, of which

he’s now a graduate member. Great

junketings with the Press and TV.

Brian has passed his final exams to

be a Methodist local preacher—no

mean achievement. He’s the first of us

to go abroad for his holidays, too. To

Spain for a week.

Matron and several of the residents

went to the Crawley and Dulwich

Homes and took photographs which

made part of an exhibition they

manned at a Fete at Thames Ditton in

aid of the Cheshire Foundation.

 



   

Outings were many and various.

Polo at Cowdray; the Corpus Christi

procession at Farnborough; to tea with

Lady Shifi‘ner and with Lady Doris

Blacker; the Royal Counties Agricul-

tural Show at Windsor; the Petersfteld

Carnival; the Scrgeants' Mess at

Longmoor Camp; the Gliding Cham-

pionships at Lasham . . .

 

Spofforth Hall, Yorkshire

It all began at a folk dancing class

when one of our voluntary helpers

gave as her reason for sitting out a

dance that she had had a tiring day at

Spofiorth. Her friend, who was

looking forjust such an opportunity of

service, called to see Matron, who

before her visitor left took her down

into the poor cellar room which served

as our chapel and told of our need for

help to make it more worthy of its

purpose. The visitor sent her husband

to see it and he, a Ripon Diocesan

Reader, was so shocked by what he

saw that he immediately appealed to

his Church Council for help—and not

in vain.

So it was that on the Friday evening

before Whitsun ten members of the

Bardsey Men’s Group arrived with

painting materials and a wonderful

A BOON TO

ORIPPLES

AND

RHEUMATIO

SUBJECTS

  

    

AN ELASTIC. SHOE LAGE WHICH ALLOWS

SHOES TO BE SLIPPED ON AND OFF LIKE

SLIPFERS

Soesi Expanding Surgical Shoe Laces are designed

to enable patients to put on and take off their shoes

with the minimum of effort; only one hand is re-

quired and when using a long shoe horn no stoop-

ing is necessary. Soesi laces are comfortable, neat

and durable; they allow free circulation, and are

recommended for patients with malformed feet.

Price I/- per pair from the Manufacturers. “'hen

ordering please state colour oflacc required, (black

brown or white), and number oflace holes.

S O E S 15.2855

Mnirs. RADIOL cHEMicALs LTD.

78 Upper Richmond Road, London, s.w,15.

Tel: VANdyke 1642
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array of woodwork, and set to work to

create a real place of worship. When

they left at l a.m. the next morning it

was obvious that a transformation was

taking place. Two more working

evenings followed, and then on the

First Sunday after Trinity the Vicar

of Bardsey came to hold our Dedica-

tion Service. The pale blue ceiling and

magnolia pink walls showed off to

advantage the beautiful oak altar

table, reredos, lectern and prayer

desk, the brass candlesticks, the cruci—

fix and the marvellous array of flowers.

The congregation overflowed into the

passage and onto the staircase; all

presentipatients, staff and visitorsw

joined in Evensong and the Act of

Dedication, with real thanksgiving in

their hearts and on their lips.

The chapel is now in regular use by

Anglicans, Roman Catholics and Free

Church for their own particular ser-

vices, and is always open tor private

prayer for any who care to use it.

Trip to Hornsea

July lst was a red letter day for

Spofforth, as on this day the residents,

stall" and members of the Management

Committee went on an outing together

for the first time.

Hornsea was chosen as the venue,

and the weather, apart from two short

showers, was ideal

By 10 am we were on our way.

Lunch was taken at the Floral Hall,

and also a picnic afternoon tea.

During the afternoon the more

active people went paddling, while

others were happy to be pushed round

by very willing “pushers”.

On the return journey a call was

made at “The Sun”, Long Marston; I

will leave you to guess the purpose.

The residents are very grateful to

Leeds Welfare Committee for the loan

of coaches, to our Management Com-

mittee for arranging and defraying the

cost of the trip, also for helping on the

journey and in Hornsea, and to our

own staff for all the help so willingly

given. J.T.

 



 

St. Teresa’s, Cornwall

Our summer started off well, with the

trips to the Scilly Isles enjoyed by all,

even though there was a slight mishap

to the R.M.S. Sci/Ionian when the

first party set off. The Sci/Ionian left

Penzance at the usual time, 9.30 a.m.,

but when just off Land’s End, because

ofa motor car tyre becoming entangled

with the propeller, the ship had to

return to Penzance. Those of us who

were going on that day had to go back

to St. Teresa’s, but we went on the

following Thursday, exactly a week

later. Actually this was a much better

day, so we were really rather fortunate.

0n the 17th June we were very

pleased to welcome quite a number of

the residents from Cann House,

Plymouth. We were especially pleased

to see our old friends, Cliff and Edwin

again.

On the let of June our ex-Matron,

Miss Susan Brewer, was married to

Mr. H. Davidson. We were very

pleased to see her and Mr. Davidson

in the afternoon of the same day,

when they visited us in the lounge,

where we drank a toast to their health

and happiness.

Our Open Day—on Thursday,

June 29th, was a great success. The

Lord Bishop of Truro performed the

opening ceremony after a speech of

introduction by Lord St. Levan

(President of St. Teresa’s). The

Chairman of the Residents’ Committee

~—(“Sparks")—thanked the Bishop,

and then the sales, etc., began. This

year the residents organised the

proceedings and we are very glad and

proud to say that over £210 was taken,

this being a record for Open Day.

The result was very pleasing to those

of the residents who had put in a lot of

time and work since the early weeks of

the year. We are very grateful to the

Management Committee for granting

us permission to go ahead with the

organising of Open Daykand for

allowing us to have the proceeds

towards our General Purposes Fund.

Most of the money in this fund will go

towards the scheme we have in hand to

assist the Group Captain with the

Raphael Homes at Dehra Dun. U.P.,

India. The tombola sessions we hold

every Tuesday evening in the lounge

are also a great help in this direction.

We were all very pleased to see the

Group Captain on July 9th. He was

here for the presentation of the

Mullard award to Enid and Graham

for their prowess in radio since they

became fully fledged “Radio Hams”.

The Group Captain remained with us

until Wednesday morning.

L.H. (Resident).

 

Seven Rivers, Essex

Michael Denison and Dulcie Gray

opened the fourth annual fete, and

helped to boost the gross takings to a

new record of £1,065—not including

£60 raised on the patients’ work stall.

During the afternoon there were many

different kinds of stalls and sideshows,

and in the evening a dance and a

barbecue were organised.

Another fete in aid of the Home was

held in Colchester by the Colchester

Seven Rivers Association. A party of

residents attended the fete, which was

opened by the wife of the local M.P.,

Mrs. Antony Black.

The Home will shortly be receiving

a cheque for at least £l00 as the result

of a draw organised by the Clacton

Appeals Committee. First prize was a

football given and autographed by

players of Tottenham Hotspur, and
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other prizes included a voucher for an

evening for two at a London theatre.

Bob Austin has left to enter the

Methodist Ministry Bob took a most

inspiring service here every Sunday

evening, or as a diversion he was able

to get a preacher of other denomina-

tions. Bob has been here almost since

the place started and he will be greatly

missed. Our best wishes go with him,

and we know he will be just as popular

where\er he goes. His place is being

filled most ably by David Renney. We

are very glad to welcome back Sister

Kathleen Leng after her varied

Mediterranean travels. Manuel Barros

Perez came here straight from Spain

nine months ago, not knowing a word

of English. Now he is almost fluent,

and well liked by everybody.
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Well-known screen and television stars, Michael Dennison and

wife, Dulcie Gray, arrive at Seven Rivers Fete, being led in by Matron.

Toc H, Clacton-on-Sea, helps Seven Rivers

by Gordon Minshull

(Reprinted from the “Toc H journal" by kind permission of the Editor)

Clacton-on-Sea Branch have recently

redecorated the main lounge and

concert hall of the Cheshire Home at

Great Bi'omley. Teams of three or

four made the ten-mile journey two or

three times a week in our own trans-

port. The walls and ceilings were

washed down, filled, and redecorated,

a job which took several weeks and

saved the Home a lot of money.

The Branch has now “looked after”

the Home for several years, acting as

local agents and constantly taking all

kinds of furniture and odds and ends

over. These, in the last few months

have included a Thor washing machine.

a Westminster chiming clock, heaters

of all kinds, a £5 cheque and literature

of all kinds. When the warden asked if

we could get a supply of small barrels

for decorative purposes inside and

outside the building, a local fruiterer

was persuaded to buy fifteen barrels of

grapes for Christmas and that was

another job done.

The Branch puts on film shows of

professional standard and the ladies

put on a live variety show. In the

summer, members look after the

gardens and this summer the patients

will be taken for car rides through the

countryside.

The patients are now well known to.

us as individuals. Two couples were

married recently, and spent their

honeymoon at Clacton. Whenever

they come over for a show of any

kind, Toe H are there to lift and carry.

 

 



 

 

 

   

Staunton Harold, Leicestershire

I suppose the big news of this quarter

was Civic Sunday, the day when

Staunton Harold acts as host to the

civic representatives of all those places

which help us, either financially or in

any other way.

Apart from the reception and show-

ing around the Home of the official

parties, one of the big features is a

thanksgiving service, held in our

beautiful 17th century church. This

service is always looked forward to by

the churchgoers of the community, as

it is wonderful to see the old place full

for a change. This year was no

exception, and the preacher, the Bishop

of Wakefield, gave a sermon which

must have made many of our official

visitors give serious thought to their

responsibilities. It was also nice to see

our vicar assisted during the service by

the Congregational Minister as well as

 

Ampthill, Bedfordshire

Alterations have just commenced

which will enable us to take in our first

lady patients sometime in October.

We are also hoping, subject to

acceptable tenders, to put in hand the

first phase of installing our new central

heating plant before the cold weather

sets in. Our grateful thanks are due to

Mr. Whiteman, a consultant heating

engineer, who did a detailed survey and

produced plans and specifications for

the scheme, free of charge.

We had a most successful fete this

year—an all-time record with a net

profit of £1,700, this being almost £400

up on last year. Of course this project

requires the efforts of many people and

a very hard working fete committee

under the chairmanship of Mr.

Osbourne, but one must also pay

tribute to the work of our Warden,

   
Mr. E. A. Crane, the Chairman of our

Management Committee.

In the last issue I mentioned that
several of our patients had gone to

Anglesey for a holiday. Well, I’m

pleased to report that it was a great

success and everyone seems to have
had the time of their lives. We are
hoping that another two parties will be

able to go at the end of the season,

probably in September.

We were pleased to be able to send a

party to the Greathouse Fete. Al-
though it was rather a long journey,

everyone seemed to enjoy themselves

very much indeed. This is a thing
which I think could be done much
more often and could well be en-

couraged to strengthen the family ties
between the Homes. (Our Fete is on

September 2nd by the way!)

T.M.G. (Resident).

Mr. Hendry, upon whom a great deal

of the day-to-day organisation for this

event falls.

We have been very pleased to have
visrts from Sue Ryder, who brought a

Polish doctor with her, and from
Alderman Pickles and his wife who
dropped in on their way to London.

We also held a meeting of the
Midland Regional Committee at

Ampthill and we were pleased to
welcome representatives from Hoven-

den, Staunton Harold, Norwich and

Wolverhampton.

One other event which I must
mention is the coach trip to London

Airport, arranged by the Luton

Friends. This I know was enjoyed by

everyone and I hope will be the fore-

runner of many more coach outings.

R. P. TUNSTALL (Chairman).

 

Exchange and Mart?

Again this year we hear of residents

from one Home spending a holiday in

another. I think this is an excellent

idea, but I feel that we want a perma-

nent scheme for the promotion of

inter-Home holidays. There are prob-

ably many residents who would like to

have a holiday in one of our other

Homes, but who for various reasons

are hesitant about applying.

I suggest that a committee be
formed to consider applications and

answer queries. The inter-change of

restdents must surely result in an

exchange of ideas, a better under-

standing of the Foundation and the
promotion of good fellowship in the

Cheshire Homes. B. MCLAUGHLIN.

(of Mayfield House)

 



   

Scnne thoughts of a (Edi liorsel

From a Correspondant

Knowing, from past connection with

Cheshire Homes, how useful voluntary

help can be at newly~started Homes, 21

school teacher wrote to one such. She

mentioned a previous connection with

the Group Captain's work, added that

her experience included home nursing

and so forth, and offered her services

for a period during the summer

holidays. I quote from the gracious

reply:

“Could you give me a few more

details regarding yourself and a

recommendation from someone to

whom you are known so that we

would be in a position to take

advantage of your offer of help.”

Needless to say, the would-be

volunteer has not persisted with her

offer. She will, in fact, be giving her

valuable servicesfiincluding excellent

cooking of economic mealsl—to an-

other organisation who do not look

Enjoy your

hobby

eveninore

with . ..

   

  

l

gift horses in the mouth!

But everything has two sides.

Since new Homes can afiord to be so

choosey, it would seem that they must

have more than enough help, already.

A far cry from theearly days, when

the G.C. was truly grateful for every

offer of help! No doubt it is en-

couraging (or is it?) to be in a position

to choke ofl‘ volunteers like this.

(Eu—We publish the above because

we think it is, in general, good policy

to voice complaints in the magazine.

Although the foregoing views are

legitimate in respect of temporary

workers, it is equally legitimate ana’

reasonable to ask for and expect some

sort of recommendation when more

permanent positions, paid or unpaid,

on the staff of a Home are concerned.

This conclusion has been reached by

many Homes after several years of

experience.)

WEYMOUTH CAMP

(continued from page 59)

women, he doesn‘t club themithat

would be too commonplace. He just

throws them fully dressed into the

swimming pool. 1 chuckle when I

recall just such an incident. There was

a gasp of shocked surprise or pure joy

—depending on one‘s view from those

who saw the whole happening. The

lady came out the pool, very, very

wet, but smiling. He says it cools their

ardour. He is an Irishman—so what

' can one expect!

\Volf
HOME POWER EQUIPMENT

Ample power, operating safety and the

wide range ol practical. easy to use

accessories make Wolf Home Power

Equipment the best you can buy today

Fully illustrated leaflet will be sent

free on request.

WOLF ELECTRIC TOOLS LIMITED

HANGER LANE, LONDON, w.5  

 

Rehabilitation and

World Peace

We would like to bring the

attention of Cheshire Homes‘

administrations to the Proceed-

ings of the Eighth World Con-

gress of the International Society

for Rehabilitation ofthe Disabled,

held in New York, August 1960.

It is published under the above

title, and only costs 55. Copies

can be obtained from the Central

Council for the Care of Cripples,

35 Eccleston Square, London.

S.W.l.   
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Help the Disabled Week

Sunday, lst October to Saturday, 7th October, I96!

The national “Help the Disabled

Week” aims to let the public know:

(i) How they can give personal help to

the disabled in their locality; (ii)

What the problems of the disabled

really are; and (iii) To give the public

an idea of what State bodies and

voluntary associations have succeeded

in doing. The appeal is not for money

or for sympalliy, but for active under-

standing.

(1) Shopkeepers, housewives,

motorists, bus conductors . . . are

asked to go out of their way to make

the lives of the disabled people they

come across just that much happier~

by a lift, a visit, an offer of a hand in

the house or garden, or merely by a

friendly word.

(2) With national publicity which

will be secured for the week, there is an

opportunity for publicity in local

newspapers. With facilities and oppor-

tunities for the disabled at various

stages of development in different

parts of the country, there are prob-

ably no areas which could not benefit

from a concerted drive by all those

concerned with the disabled, towards

the gaining of new facilities such as

housing, workshops or clubs.

(3) Local associations and institu-

tions can help tremendously in arrang-

ing local exhibitions, holding open

days, and using this week for re-

cruiting helpers, visitors, etc., so that

regular visits to the disabled confined

to the house and the like can be

further extended.

 

Owd (l) to a Favourite Inn

The lanes of Kington Langley

At any time are bliss,

But the one we like to traverse

Leads to the “Hit or Miss”!

An Inn that‘s warm and friendly,

A symbol of good cheer,—

Come, try a dish of cockles,

A pint of bitter beer.

There’s crib boards on the tables,

A dart board on the wall,

There’s Paul and Ken ’mong others»

A greeting to you all!

So here’s a toast to Greathouse,

And Kington Langley too,—

And here’s toast to Landlords,

And to the Ales they brew.

Oh the Lanes of Kington Langley

At any time are bliss,

But the one we like to traverse

Leads to the “Hit or Miss”.

DOUGLAS H, DANVERS

(of Great/muse Cheshire Home).
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OVERSEAS

CHESHIRE

HOMES

Sierra Leone

Following Margot Mason’s visit and

the gift of a property by Sir Milton

Margai, the Prime Minister, May

Cutler is now installed at the Home in

B0, with the first three crippled

children, The Home was formally

opened by Lady Dorman, wife of the

Governor-General (who has taken a

leading part from the outset, and is one

of the Sierra Leone Trustees), and a

Grand Ball was held to collect funds.

Recent bulletins from Bo, via Mrs.

Daphne Handscomb (wife of the

manager of the Diamond Corpora-

tion in B0, who has done much

valuable work as Hon. Secretary to

the committee) show that there is

much help being given from all sides.

The Chief Justice, Sir Salako Benka—

Coker, is to be the Chairman of the

Trust in Sierra Leone.

We are most fortunate in the help

that the Diamond Corporation, Sierra

Leone, is giving. They have promised

two shillings for every £1 collected, in

order to provide the incentive for

others to give.

 

The Sir Milton Cheshire Home at Bo, Sierra Leone.
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A View of the new Home in Tangier, showing the Committee at their

. first meeting.

Morocco

The two properties in Tangier are

now available, standing on the same

plot of land, with a beautiful garden.

They are bungalows, and therefore

particularly suitable for the disabled.

The small local committee has collected

a quantity of furniture, and Miss

Susan Bent (who speaks Spanish,

French and Arabic) moves in as

housekeeper at the beginning of

August. Miss Eagleston, the Matron,

will be going out early in September

when she returns from her holiday in

America.

Captain Andrew Duncan and his

aunt Mrs. Gosling (who lives in

Tangier) have done much to get this

Home organised. Other members of

the committee who will be visiting

England this summer are Mrs. Stir-

ling (who has done valuable work as

Hon. Secretary) and Commander and

Mrs. Weld-Forester. It is hoped they

will visit several of the Homes while

they are on leave. Another member of

the committee who has worked

particularly hard is the Chariffa of

Ouezzan, whose family are well-known

and well-loved in Morocco. Princess

55

Lalla Fatima (aunt of the King, and

wife of the Moroccan Ambassador in

London) has promised her patronage

and is showing much interest in the

work.

Margot Mason, who was over in

Morocco earlier this year, inspired

everyone with her usual enthusiasm.

She visited the treatment centre at

Sidi Slimane for the victims of the oil

poisoning, and then went on to

Rabat, where the “Pathfinder” film

was shown. The British Ambassador

there, Sir Charles Duke, gave a

reception, and Lady Duke offered her

help. Margot was taken by Mlle.

Rashid, lady-in—waiting to Princess

Lalla Aisha (head of the Bienfaisanoe)

to see the Minister of Health. He

asked many questions and finally gave

his full approval and welcomed the

establishment of the first Home in

Morocco. Mme. Schmidt, head of the

Moroccan Red Crescent, has many

children in desperate need to put

forward for the new Home, and we

hope some of these will be installed in

September.

 



   

The committee in Lisbon hope to

begin operations quite shortly in a

house made available by the Miseri-

cordiae, at Sante Amaro de Oeiras,

Portugal

work known in Lisbon; she is a

friend of Lady St. Levan, and of Mrs.

Kerr of the Staunton committee.

Another member of the Lisbon com-

near Estoril. It is hoped that a few - mittee, Mr. Ted Gibbons, comes to

patients will be installed by the time

the G.C. goes to visit them, probably

in November. Miss Molly Stilwell,

one of the moving spirits in Portugal,

has visited Le Court, St. Cecilia‘s and

the Irish Home, Ardeen. Dona

Marthe Pina, wife of the head of the

Portuguese Army, has devoted quite

a lot of time in helping to make the

London from time to time and keeps

us informed of the progress being

made. It is hoped to translate the

“Pathfinder" film into Portuguese.

At present, we are told, it is being

widely shown in the English version,

Dona Marthe giving a stirring talk

beforehand about the work.

 

Hong Kong

Lt.-Col. Nigel Mason, who helped

Margot Mason when she first went to

Tangier, has recently gone to Hong

Kong, and together with Margaret

Marshall (until fairly recently Matron

of the Delhi Home) is making good

progress in preparing for a Home to be

opened there. They have found a

suitable property, and possession of

this has been obtained, temporarily to

begin with, but with a chance of it

becoming permanent. A further re-

port will appear in our next issue.

 

Ardeen, Shillelagh, Co. Wicklow, Eire

The great day had come—June 14th,

1961. Four of us stood on the steps of

Ardeen excitedly gazing down the

drive. Then the car appeared; our very

first patient had arrived. He was Bob

McCullough from Dundrum, and as

he received Cead Mile Failte (a

hundred thousand welcomes) from

Margot Mason, Lady Fitzwilliam,

Eimer Cullen and Mary O‘Leary,

another car drew up with Desmond

Doyle our second patient, from

Kildare. We were open at last. A

week later, at midnight to add to the

excitement, Denis McCallion arrived

from Donegal after a fourteen-hour

journey.

Ardeen is a lovely house in a

   

   



superb position with a view over

Shillelagh village and a wide expanse of

fields and mountains. The boys are

delighted with it all—as will be seen

from Denis’s poem—and have settled

in very happily in spite of a great deal

of hammering and banging going on

continually in the background. The

installation of central heating, plumb-

ing and a lift is still under way, and

how the staff manage to keep things

running so smoothly with all that going

on is a marvel. However, it is all very

exciting and interesting.

A keen and active Ladies’ House

committee has been formed and they

are organising two “Open Days” on

July 29th and 30th. There is a tre-

mendous lot of local interest and a big

attendance is expected.

Mia firench Mullen, who has many

friends at Le Court, has joined the

Admissions Committee, and spends as

much time as she can spare at Ardeen.

She has taken on the Secretaryship of

the Wheelchair Association so is very

busy.

Ardeen hopes very much that it may

be possible later on to have Irish

Cheshire Home patients for holidays

from time to time, and many here who

have now become Cheshire Home-

minded are anxious to visit some of the

English Homes. We have had many

English visitors who have contacts

with Homes in England.

E. CULLEN and M. O‘LEARY.

From Old Donegal

by Dennis McCallion

I am just a poor invalid with no learning at all.

I was born in the north in old Donegal.

My cousins were kind, but could not keep me at home.

So 1 applied and was accepted by Ardeen Cheshire Home.

On my way down to Wicklow many thoughts filled my mind

Would the people I’d meet there be friendly and kind.

But when I arrived, though the hour was so late,

I received a great welcome right there at the gate.

I scarcely had entered when I felt quite at home.

So God bless all connected with Ardeen Cheshire Home.

When I lie in my bed by the window at night

I gaze at the moon so mellow and bright

And I wonder if man will ever get there

Though to tell you the truth I really don’t care.

I think of the millions spent on Rockets to Space

That could have brought help to this poor human race,

Let’s forget all about them and give one hearty cheer

And thank God for Ardeen and Group Captain Cheshire.

 

trying their hand at the contest?

four entries we publish.

 

Can you believe it?

Evidently, only one person in the Homes wants to win IOS. For we have

received only one entry so far in the competition we announced in our last

issue. Are there really no more who have even a sporting interest in

Do you remember what the contest is? We have invited residents in the

Homes to send in short stories or essays, of not more than 250 words.

on any subject they like. All entries should be as simple in style as the

story of the Owl and the Cow we quoted, but certainly need not be

“childish” efforts. During I962 we shall be publishing those we judge to

be the best.Cash prizes of l05. each will be awarded to the writers of the

Please note that all entries must be definitely marked as such.    



 

 

HOLIDAYS FOR THE DISABLED

 

  
Under the above title a new scheme was in-

augurated this year and a week’s holiday (May

4th-l lth) arranged by the sea at Weymouth for

nearly sixty disabled people.

Reported by Charles Darby

HE great event began on the

I evening of Wednesday, 3rd May,

when the advance guard of 0m

holiday party assembled round two

isolated tables to partake of a picnic

meal in the large dining hall of

Pontin’s Riviera, Bowleaze Cove. The

cold wind whistled outside and across

the bay the lights of Weymouth twin-

kled through the driving rain.

1 think we were all a little appre—

hensive about the outcome of this

venture, especially when we break-

 

fasted next morning amid a sea of up-

turned tables and chairs, surrounded

by sheets of hardboard, coils of wire

and other various items, with joiners,

painters and cleaners busy every-

where

But as we went about our tasks of

fixing ramps, arranging duties and

allocating rooms the debris was

expertly cleared and when the Le

Court ambulance arrived with our

first guests, everything was spick and

span.

Photo: ‘Dorset Evening Echo’

At Weymouth Holiday Camp. “Geordie” Stephenson of Ampthill

Cheshire Home being lifted into one of a fleet of taxis in which the

Weymouth Taxi Owners’ Association took nearly 90 of the holiday-

makers for a free trip round the countryside.   

 

 



 

 

,.
r
m
»
.

.
,

..

Half-an-hour later the Creamline

coach, which Mr. Wilkins of Bordon

so generously provided, brought the

remainder of the Le Court party.

From then onwards we spent a hectic

day dealing with an endless stream of

new arrivals. They came from every-

where between Dorset and Worcester-

shire, from hospitals and their own

hotnes, by road and rail.

Many of our visitors joined us with

mixed feelings, not knowing quite

what to expect, but as the days passed

new friendships were made, little

parties got together and a grand

feeling of comradeship prevailed.

Perhaps this feeling can be conveyed

by quoting from a letter I have

received from one of my chargesifl

was a stranger and I was taken in, by

everybody!”

As the week progressed even the

weather went out of its way to be kind,

adding sunshine to the wonderful

generosity of the local people.

It would take the whole of the

magazine to describe, in detail, all the

events of this happy holiday; the

evening drive to Hardy‘s Monument,

in a convoy of cars provided by the

Round Table, moving with almost

military precision through lovely,

winding lanes and villages; the

morning when no taxis were available

in Weymouth because they were all

engaged in taking our disabled

friends on a free outing; the trips in

our own coach; church parade on

   
Sunday morning; the shuttle service

to and from the town which enabled

four ladies to visit a shop for the first

time in seven years! Tommy and his

trumpet; the concerts; bingo; even

bathing in the pool! Hilarious evening

sing—songs in the bar and the tension

of an operation performed by an

amateur “surgeon”, when a wedding

ring was cut from a crippled finger to

relieve the pain and restore the cir-

culation. There were times when our

ribs ached with laughter; times when

a lump rose in our throats and tears

pricked our eyelids.

We worked like slaves, sustained by

well cooked, excellent food, served by

a bevy of glamourous girls who

contributed so much to the success of

the holiday.

That it was a success there is no

doubt whatsoever, and Dr. Rowland

Farrell, who inaugurated the venture,

but later handed over the organising

of the camp to a committee, can be

well pleased at the outcome. On

behalf of the committee I have been

asked to express our very grateful

thanks to all the helpers and friends

whose tremendous efforts were so

greatly appreciated by our disabled

guests and made all things possible.

It was one of the finest experiences

of my life and I sincerely hope that the

privilege of meeting old and new

friends at Pontin’s Riviera may be

mine again, next year.

An Additional Note on the Weymouth holiday

by Harry Tudor (of Ampthill Park)

It was obvious to everyone that the

good folk who arranged and managed

our holiday did so with one thought

only—the patients’ welfare, and this

I’m sure will be echoed by the other

Homes. I was impressed by the un-

stinted devotion to the patients. It was

refreshing to hear and see people

happy in their work for the patients,

not becaue they had to, but because

they wanted to. Praise also to the

many friends and helpers in Wey-

mouth and district. Their co-opera-

tion with the helpers from our Homes

made our holiday a real one and one   

which will be remembered for many a

long day.

The patients themselves were far

too busy looking after the interests

of their fellow patients to worry about

their own (sometimes) petty troubles.

Most of us at heart would rather

laugh than cry, and there was indeed

plenty of good honest laughter. I

know the Ampthill party thoroughly

enjoyed themselves, as witness the

antics of our efficient and cheerful

factotum—the man with the hat—

Paddy McDermott. He has an

engaging way of dealing with the

(continued on page 52)



Teresa of Siam

  

Teresa of Siam by Teresa Lightwood. Cassell, I960, I65.

Reviewed by Gilbert Thompson

It is said that everyone has the

material for one book in their lives.

Those who read Teresa of Siam will

agree that Teresa Lightwood has

experienced enough to fill several

books.

Miss Lightwood entered a convent

when in her teens and she tells with

simplicity and elTect of her early years

there. It is perhaps hard for lay

people to appreciate the purpose

behind the austerity and self-

discipline of a nun‘s life. Miss Light-

wood helps us to understand and this

is no mean achievement.

After her initial period in the

convent the young nun obtained her

dearest wish and was sent as a mis-

sionary sister to Siam. The undramatic

way in which the writer tells of her life

there with its many trials and hard-

ships is very efiective.

Unfortunately Sister Teresa’s health

eventually broke down and the en-

forced return to England served to

accentuate a spiritual crisis which

ended with her renunciation of the

religious life. This part of the story is

rather briefly told but while one

regrets this the mental suffering of

the author is plain to see.

After an agonizing rehabilitation

Miss Lightwood qualified as a nurse

and returned to her beloved Siam, this

time as a lay person. The story of the

author’s fight against disease, poverty,

prejudice and ignorance is inspiring,

while her account of how, as a middle-

aged spinster, she adopted twin

Siamese girls is both moving and

amusing. .

Towards the end of the book Miss

Lightwood tells of her meeting with

Group Captain Cheshire and of her

“probationary period” on the staff of

the newly-opened Staunton Harold

Home. Shortly afterwards she left for

India to start the Home at Serampore.

As a result of this her life was to

take yet another turn. It was in India

that she met the man whom she was

eventually to marry. Sister Teresa is

now Mrs. Peter Blackburn and her

account of their courtship is char-

mingly told.

This is a refreshing book. Miss

Lightwood may not have the highly

developed style of a professional

writer, but she has the one priceless

ingredient of any good book, namely,

an absorbing story which is well

worth the telling.

SUBSCRIPTION FORM

Annual Rate—65. (post free)

If you would like to receive The Cheshire Smile regularly, please fill in your name

and address below and post this form, with a remittance for 65. to The Treas-

urer. The Cheshire Smile, Le Court, Liss, Hants.

(NR—Receipts are sent only on request.)

Mr./Mrs./Miss

 

(Please use capitals)

 

  



    

   

   

     

   

Independence Unlimited is an organization which devises and makes

gadgets to help disabled people to be more independent. It has been

functioning at Le Court for almost two years. Many similar problems

to those which have been solved here must surely exist at other

Homes. Full particulars about how the scheme works by incor-

porating outside help will be freely given to anyone who may be

interested in starting a branch to help their local Cheshire Home.

Write to: C. H. Darby, Wood End, St. Mary’s Road, Liss, Hants.

 

  

 

 

“’OW THE ’ELL DID YOU GET UP ’ERE”

“I
BELONG TO  ‘INDEPENDENCE UNLIMITED'!"



 

   

 

One of the houses

where our Forgotten Allies are cared for

 
Melford Hall, Long Melford, Sufl'olk, showing the South Wing

which has been used during the past six years as an extension

W" to the Sue Ryder Home, Cavendish, for groups of invalid surviv-

ors from the Nazi concentration camps, brought from Eastern

and Western Europe by Sue Ryder.
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